Redpath Albion 5 v 1 Watt Star

With a gale force wind howling straight down the park this was always going to be the proverbial game of two halves. A few eyebrows were raised at the Albion line up with Huxtable returning after another lengthy injury lay off and Kevin Ross back after work commitments. The player/manager stepped out of the starting eleven and replaced himself with John Russell. The opposition had the wind at their backs for the first half and immediately put Albion under pressure. It only took a couple of minutes for Grieve to be called in to action as he turned a shot round the post for a corner. After 5 minutes the defensive frailties of previous weeks returned as the visitors took the lead. The opposition centre forward was allowed a free header from a free kick from the right. Although Grieve produced a wonder save to push the ball on to the post. The defence were all ball watching as three attackers decided between them who would slam home the rebound. 0 – 1. The conditions were making it very difficult for the home side to get out of their own half in the early stages with Cowan and Ferguson almost playing as full backs rather than wide midfielders. A number of free kicks were being fired in on the home goal. The defence had, however, now settled in and comfortably dealt with the danger and this started to spread confidence throughout the side. Cowan and Crawford were the first to link up down the left but Crawford’s cross was overhit. Then Ferguson and Kerr started a neat passing move but the opposition defence were alive and cleared the pass meant for John Russell. The pressure on Albion was easing as time and time again the oppositon tried to play long balls over the top. Kevin Ross was easily dealing with anything short while keeper Grieve was judging his forays from his line much better and calling for the long balls which made the defence’s job that bit easier. After half an hour Albion were level. Frank Ross won the ball in midfield and McCallum fed Cowan. His inch perfect through ball found John Russell in the area. He was brought down from behind just as he was picking his spot. Penalty. Cowan sent the keeper the wrong way and it was 1 – 1. As the half drew to a close Albion seemed the more likely to go ahead and were starting to pick holes in the opposition back line. Crawford made a brilliant run along the front line and was found by Kerr. He chose to shoot instead of take a touch which would have shown him three team mates unmarked at the back post.

Half Time 1 – 1

Albion had the wind at their backs now and flew out the traps forcing a string of desparate clearances from the oppostion. It only took 10 minutes for the pressure to pay of as Cowan played the ball in to the area. The Watt Star defence could only stand as Crawford gathered, turned the first defender, jinked back past the second and fired the ball in to the corner. 2 – 1.  Cowan then chipped the ball over the defence for John Russell to run on to but his lob went just wide. It seemed inevitable that the Albion lead would be extended and so it proved as McCallum put another chip over the top. The Watt Star keeper and centre half got in each other’s way and John Russell got his reward as he slipped the ball in to the unguarded goal. 3 – 1. Watt Star changed to a front three but the home defense were calm and assured and the closest Grieve had to a save was to keep his eye on a shot that went over his crossbar. He only had to catch one corner and punch away another free kick in the second period. Crawford then chased a John Russell flick and challenged the goalkeeper. Although it looked like a free kick the referee waved play on and he found the net while on the ground for his second of the game. 4 – 1. The home side were now rampant as Kerr was sent away down the right by Ferguson. He tried to pick out Crawford for his hat trick. The challenge of the defender allowed the ball to break loose and the incoming Cowan placed a glorious side foot effort into the roof of the net. 5 – 1. Barr replaced John Russell for the last 15 minutes and Weir came on for Crawford. 5 nearly became 6 as a back pass was completely missed by the keeper but it  trickled wide for a corner. The game ended with Albion looking for more goals but they had to make do with going knap.

In truth, Albion have played better this season and lost, but this was not a day for football. It was a day for rolling up the sleeves and working hard for each other. It can also be argued that Watt Star were not at their best. This performance shows that the team are definitely in a false position. Grieve was much more assured in goal. The back three were rock solid after the opening 5 minutes and Huxtable had his best game for the club for a couple of seasons. Cowan was outstanding in midfield. Crawford, now he has found his feet up front, has also found his goalscoring touch although he was a bit fortunate with his second. John Russell showed the manager’s faith was not unfounded with a great shift up front and a goal. It does seem strange that this hard working, gritty performance has been kept for the game that the player/manager finally felt he had the team available to bow to the pressure from a number of quarters and step out of the starting line up. Roll on the New Year!!
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