West Pilton Albion 5 v Redpath Albion 3

Saturday October 11th, Craigroyston 2pm KO

In what was always going to be interesting encounter given the history between the two clubs, with many of Pilton’s players representing Redpath a few years back and also scoring 16 goals in their first 3 league games, however they had been on a losing run of two games in cups matches. Redpath reverted back to a traditional 4-4-2 formation to stem the attack from Pilton with Huxtable making his first start of the season in the familiar role of sweeper and McCallum moving back into the fullback role. Gary Kerr was making his return after a 4-week lay-off with ankle ligament damage and McNulty short of match fitness was started out on the left of midfield.

The physical side of this game was never in doubt and the first free kick was awarded to Redpath within the opening minute. Both teams did settle to play some good passing play, and the pace from Pilton’s front two did start to trouble the Redpath defence notably on the right hand side. Pilton took the lead after a firm tackle from Cowan unluckily allowed the ball to bounce in to the Pilton midfielders path, after riding a couple of weaker challenges he managed to dispatch the ball in to the bottom corner leaving Grieve no chance. Redpath still tried to play a passing game with good interaction between Barr, Ross and Cowan although this time it didn’t lead to a shooting chance. Pilton stretched their lead further with a poor clearance from defence falling to a Pilton striker, who had the composure to round Grieve before calmly slotting home. This may have been where many teams would have totally collapsed, but a formation change in defence with Stevenson moving back to help cover, having slightly more pace than the starting full-back. This instantly paid dividends when McCallum received the ball in midfield stepping inside one player and passing to Barr, who’s first time pass set off Kerr into the box where he finished neatly. With Redpath’s confidence restored passing play was resumed with McNulty crossing well into a packed box, unfortunately unable to pick out a Redpath player. Again another good period of passing play set Kerr into the box where he tried to pick out Barr, but sliding in Pilton’s Airley cleared the ball, although adjudged very harshly to have handled the ball to the surprise of both set’s of players, Penalty. Kerr composed himself and lashed the ball into the roof of the net, 2-2. With half time second’s away another break from Redpath set Kerr off again, however on this occasion his shot was weak and quickly launched up the park by the Pilton full-back catching the Redpath defence napping, Grieve made a dash from his line to clear the ball, but was brilliantly lobbed by Gary Head bang on the half time whistle. 

Spurred on by taking the lead at such a crucial time, Pilton where quick out the traps and putting the Redpath defence under pressure. Their fourth came from a long ball into the box which neither defence or keeper took command off allowing Head to poke home his second. Undeterred Redpath still pushed for goal with Ross being brought into play out on the right more and more. Cowan picked up Redpath’s second booking for kicking out after having been kicked numerous times, however he will admit himself he was lucky not to walk. Again the physical side of the game re-emerged with Ross being brought down wide on the right midway into the Pilton half. The subsequent free kick was whipped into the box by McCallum, flicked on neatly by Kerr allowing Cowan time to lash the ball past the Pilton Keeper. Unfortunately Redpath did start to tire at this point with Cowan, who had covered almost every blade of grass, moving back into defence and allowing Huxtable to push forward. However good passes where not at a premium, and Piton took their fifth and final goal with some strong running from midfield, final score 5-3 Pilton.

In what now sounds a familiar story of bad luck, Redpath can take courage from the fact that they tried to play good football and stuck to their task in what many would describe as an intimidating match. Russell looked composed through out, Cowan’s tireless running and Kerr’s sharpness where three notable good points. Also with Huxtable, Kerr and McNulty just coming back from injury we can hope that with fitness we may start to play the kind of football we know is capable from this team. 

Team: Grieve, McCallum, Russell, Huxtable, Crawford, F.Ross, Cowan, Stevenson, McNulty, Barr, Kerr

Subs: K.Ross, Hughes

Booked: McCallum, Cowan

Match Report Courtesy of – Gavin McCallum

