


Redpath Albion 1 v 0 Bank of Scotland Strollers

Albion came in to the first game of 2004 in optimistic mood having picked up their first league points of the season in the last game of 2003. The game against the visitor’s last time out was a tight affair and so it proved again. Albion made 1 change as Gary Russell replaced Kevin Ross at the back as he was delayed at work.  There was a feeling of déjà vu as a gale force wind blowing diagonally across the park was with the visitors in the first half. The difference this time was that the defence was on their toes from the first whistle to the last and dealt with the early pressure with ease as their opposition over hit their passes and through balls regularly. It was 10 minutes before the midfield of BOS started to assert some authority and pushed their wingers forward time after time. Gary Russell, Stevenson and Huxtable were more than a match for anything flung in to the box and had a calm assurance not seen this season so far. This was evident after 20 minutes when a series of 3 corners in quick succession were headed clear by Huxtable and Stevenson. The first real incident of note came when a hopeful shot from the BOS striker took a wicked deflection of McCallum. Somehow Grieve got across to it and produced a wonder save made all the better by the fact that he turned it away from goal and out for a corner. This was dealt with again by Huxtable. Albion came to life after half an hour and a neat pass from McCallum found Cowan who fed Crawford. Unfortunately he turned in to trouble when going wide on his left would have given him an acre to run in to. McCallum and Ross started to get to grips with their opposite numbers and another neat reverse pass from McCallum found Crawford. This time he evaded his marker. Frank Ross made a great run in to the inside left channel but Crawford’s touch let him down at the wrong time and the defence cleared. Cowan was trying to push his team forward at every opportunity and he almost put Crawford through just before the break but the right back got his toe to the ball and the chance was lost.





Half Time 0 – 0 

With the wind at their backs Albion started the second period confidently. Cowan was probing down the left and almost got an immediate reward as his cross-cum-shot deceived the BOS goalkeeper and crashed back off the bar and was hacked clear. Albion were continually knocking on the door but the final ball just wouldn’t come. Albion then introduced their new Spanish signing Noah Rubio with half an hour remaining as he replaced Kerr and Barr replaced John Russell 5 minutes later. There was suddenly more cutting edge as Crawford put Barr in with a neat header but the shot flew over. Then a neat first time pass by Barr sent Rubio in but the shot was saved. Weir then replaced Crawford and almost scored with his first involvement. Barr whipped a lovely ball in from the left and Weir’s first touch killed the ball while his second touch stung the keeper’s fingers and was cleared for a corner. Ferguson’s ball in caused mayhem in the defence and Barr was denied as the ball bounced off the keeper’s face and out for another corner. Rubio then weaved his way past a couple of defenders before his effort crashed back off the bar. When the breakthrough finally came it had more than a touch of fortune about it. Cowan’s hopeful left foot shot from the edge of the box was left by the BOS keeper as he thought it was going wide. Unfortunately he had his angles all wrong and it sneaked in at the near post for the only goal of the game. Albion still had to be on their guard at the back and Stevenson almost caught the keeper out again as his clearance from just inside his own half came down with snow on it and was mishandled for a corner. Cowan almost put Barr in late on but the keeper, whose confidence was clearly dented, got to the ball just in front of the player/manager but sliced it badly for a throw. The last action came in injury time from Weir as he whipped in a corner, which again crashed back off the bar.





Full Time 1 – 0 

This was a gutsy performance from Albion. Although the team looked a little rusty for the first half hour they gradually got the better of a well-organised BOS side who were unbeaten in the league before Saturday. Grieve kept concentration throughout the 90 minutes and produced when required with only one real save to make. The defence were excellent from start to finish with Stevenson marshalling the back three superbly. Huxtable continued the excellent form shown against Watt Star and Gary Russell slipped in solidly. Frank Ross was bypassed early on but rolled up his sleeves to put in his usual gritty performance and was backed up superbly by McCallum. Cowan played a captain’s role yet again and his tireless running was rewarded with the winner. The front 3 were quiet as a unit but still worked hard and while Paul Ferguson defended his opposite number well, he couldn’t push him back as much as hoped. New signing Rubio showed he has great potential with a couple of outstanding dribbles while Weir produced a good last 15 minutes and almost got his first goal of the season. This was not pretty but 3 points are 3 points and the management were more than satisfied with the result as it keeps the momentum going. 

