Hawick Waverly (4) V’s Redpath Albion (1)

Saturday November 1st, Hawick, KO 2PM

Lifted by the good performance against league leaders Glenpark the week previous and with a near full strength squad, the Amateur’s made their way down to Hawick for the 2nd round tie again Hawick Waverly.

With only Frank Ross missing and the welcome return of Ryan Weir spirits were high as the team boarded the newly titled Venga bus.

The management decided to stick to the same 3-4-3 formation that had worked well the week before with John Russell moving into Midfield to replace Frank Ross and Robbie Huxtable returning to his familiar role in defence. The match got off to a ferocious start with both teams creating chances in the first minutes. A long ball down the wing created the first goal for Hawick as they pushed men forward and swamped the 3-man defence. The ball was allowed to bounce unclaimed in the box and was despatched past Grieve. Hawick were now pushing forward at all chances and were testing the defence with fast play down the wings. Their second goal was almost a carbon copy of the first, another long ball down the wing blasted in from a tight angle however this time Stevenson was unlucky not to head the ball off the line. Redpath were creating chances of their own with the movement of the front three especially the pace of Kerr testing the Hawick back line. The Redpath breakthrough came from a long ball through the middle from McCallum over the top of the Hawick defence and Crawford doing well to bring the ball back from the line, only to be tripped on his way away from goal. Kerr stepped up for his third penalty of the season and despatched the ball neatly into the bottom left corner. Feeling there may be a turn around here The defence were again caught out when another long ball up the wing was not cleared properly by Huxtable allowing the forward to run in on goal and score Hawick’s third. This was to force the managements hand moving Kerr back into left Midfield and J Russell back into the defence, reverting back to a 4-4-2 just on the stroke of half time.

After a few stern words from Kevin Ross and John Barr the lads got back out there determined to improve on a poor first half. With the extra man in defence Hawick were now finding it harder to get at our goal. Crawford’s persistent hassling of the Hawick’s defence was to almost pay dividends as the Centre half failed to clear the ball and in passing back to the goalie Stevenson was unlucky not to score as he charged down the goalies kick out. Redpath had now shifted up a gear and were causing the Hawick defence all sorts of problems with the movement of Barr and Stevenson with Kerr and Russell getting down the flanks.

Another change this time forced upon the Albion when Huxtable came off second best in one of his trademark robust challenges, Gary Russell being brought back into the defence and Paul Ferguson coming on to right midfield, again as with last week Fergie got straight into the game and kept the pressure on the Hawick full back. However just as Albion had been enjoying a lengthy stage of pressure on Hawick, they were to lose the fourth and killer goal when an unmarked Hawick striker was able to shoot past Grieve. Returning striker Ryan Weir came on to replace Russell and Redpath gave it one last push, but it was a case of to little to late and there ended this seasons Scottish Cup adventure.

There were few if any positives to take from this match, a terrible first half performance letting us down and giving us a mountain to climb. The second half performance was much better, but was never going to be enough to get us through. Back to league business now and we have to push on to get our first result of the season.

Team: Grieve, Ross, Stevenson, Huxtable, G Russell, J Russell, Cowan, McCallum, Crawford, Kerr, Barr. 

Subs: Ferguson, McNulty, Hughes, Weir

Match report courtesy of Gavin McCallum
