Amateurs
Saturday 25 January
League
Redpath Albion  1 .v. 2  Carbrerra Athletic 
@ Pilrig Park 2.00pm 

Albion “outfought” in top table clash   
Albion surrendered three points in this crunch game at Pilrig. Although sitting nicely in third place, and tucked two points behind second placed visitors Carbrerra Athletic, Albion were still chasing their first home league win of the season. If they ever needed a day to break the home duck and with so much at stake this was it!. There were no changes to the line-up that had played so well the previous week and with the squad in confident mood, it was the visitors who stormed into the attack from the first whistle. However, it was Albion who took command and playing against a strong wind players’ were finding it difficult to play their precise passing game. The visitors were prone to playing long balls, given their wind advantage, and it from one of these passes that resulted in a corner causing the home defence some problems. In 11 Minutes another corner resulted in a loose ball on the edge of the Albion area being driven past the unsighted Wallace in the home goal to make it 1-0. The loss of this goal gave Albion their wake-up call. The battle for mid-field dominance referee Mr. Rizi working overtime and the roughhouse tactics from the visitors was making it tough for the home side to get into their usual rhythm. This all changed in 17 Minutes when the official had one of his easier decisions to make as he pointed to the spot to give Albion a penalty, which was easily converted by Cowan for his first goal of the season 1-1. 
Three Minutes later an atrocious tackle on fullback Gary Russell went unpunished by the referee. As the ball broke free a melee of players were caught up in a free-for-all. It was clear from the visitor’s tactics that they were not going to leave Pilrig without leaving their mark and, it was going to be difficult for the referee, even with his years of experience, to keep a check on things. As well as the physical element, the verbal aggression spouted by the visitors, needed to be addressed. It annoys me to have to record this element of the game, but by the time you’ve finished reading this report you’ll realize that it had a strong bearing on the outcome of the game. In 33 Minutes a series of misses in front of the Carbrerra goal, should have resulted in the home side taking the lead. A great cross from the left by Weir, had Crawford’s completely missing his attempted volley from 6 yards. Luckily Gary Russell was on hand to fire the ball back across goal, only for Barr to hit the post from 4 yards!. The ball landed in the path of Crawford who should easily have slotted home, but he crashed his shot off a defender. The ball then broke for Russell again who blasted over. Some of the visitors “tough” tackling really warranted more attention from the referee and it all got out of hand when Frank Ross refused to be intimidated by the visiting captain, who incidentally, was the main instigator in most of the incidents, and an eye-ball-to-eye-ball confrontation saw both Red-Carded for something so trivial that it hardly warrants a mention. In 39 Minutes a long throw ended when a near post flick flew in at Wallace’s near post as the Albion players’ ball watched. As the first half battle raged on Wallace pulled of a marvellous block. Then Weir fired straight at the keeper when it looked easier to score. 
HALF-TIME 1-2 
With both sides down to 10 men and Albion now hoping to enjoy the strong wind at their backs, it was no surprise that the home side should up the pressure. It was also no surprise that the break had cooled the visitors “enthusiasm” and it was business as usual as two quick tackles ended with double treatment for the injured players. Try as they might, Albion were lacking some killer instinct in front of goal and they should have been level in 62 Minutes when Barr missed a glorious chance and sent his shot wide. The visitors were contained to sporadic bursts up the park and Wallace had to look lively on two occasions as he saved two goal-bound efforts. In 70 Minutes Albion made a needed change to the line-up, Gary Russell making way for Brown in a tactical switch that would allow Albion to play 3 up front, with 3 at the back. In 74 Minutes Albion cam close as Weir crashed a shot of the bar and as Crawford chased the rebound a clash with the keeper resulted in Crawford being jostled to the ground by a number of defenders. Once again the referee took no action. 78 Minutes saw Kevin Ross picking up a head injury and Burnett replaced him. For all Albion’s pressure they still had nothing to show for it and another tactical swap saw Cowan dropping back to center back and Huxtable moving into mid-field to give the side some drive. In 85 Minutes a break by the visitors had Burnett blocking a shot on the line, then Wallace producing a spectacular save to keep his side from going further ahead. As the game drew to a close, it was obvious that Redpath’s lack of punch in front of goal was going to prove costly and it so proved as the referee blew for time. 
FULL TIME 1-2   
