Saturday 23 November 2002
East Of Scotland Cup
REDPATH ALBION  1 .v. 2  SCOTTISH WIDOWS AFC
@ Pilrig Park - KO 1:30pm 
Albion were back on familiar territory with the switch back to the recently repaired bigger park at Pilrig, and the switch almost paid big dividends against a ‘widows’ side a league above and sitting top of their table still unbeaten. Albion chose an imaginative 4-5-1 formation on the huge park, and it caused the visitors problems from the first whistle, as an early corner fell to Frank Ross on the edge of the area, but was blasted high and wide. As the half progressed both sides were evenly matched with very little action happening at either end. The one noteworthy incident was a tremendous block from keeper Wallace who darted from his line to avert a possible goal
Albion needed a bit of inspiration and creativity in midfield and as the half kicked-off there was a fresh approach from the home side as they pinned the visitors back with a spell of intense pressure. With Crawford and Morrison breaking down the wings from the 5-man midfield the width created by this measure was causing all kinds of problems for the visitors, but with no goals to show for the home sides dominance. In 65 minutes a perfect Morrison corner was matched by an equally perfect header from Crawford crashed off the post. Then from the resultant clearance and breakaway the visitors also had a header rebound from the post with Wallace scrambling it clear. Two minutes late a magnificent ball from Frank Ross sent Morrison through and his shot from a tight angle had the visiting keeper turning the ball out for another corner that ended with a Stevenson header going narrowly over. Another defence splitting pass from Frank Ross sent Crawford down the right and his cross deserved a better outcome. With Albion having so much of the play, the ‘widows’ were relying on the break and in 76 Minutes they reacted to a quick break made inroads down the right where a good cross was powerfully headed past Wallace to put the visitors 0-1 up. There was no real panic in the home ranks and they continued to play their patient passing game, with Cowan in particular driving them on from his new central midfield role. Their reward came in 81 Minutes when Cowan released Gary Russell on the right and his inch perfect pass was finished superbly by Morrison, who slotted it past the advancing keeper to make it 1-1. The well deserved equalizer lifted the home side and they exerted more pressure as they looked for the winner and it almost came in 86 Minutes when a Morrison strike from 25 Yards looked like screaming in under the bar, only for the ‘Widows’ keeper to make a spectacular save as he turned the ball over the bar. With 90 Minutes now played and the minutes ticking into injury time, and with both sides looking to play the extra 30 Minutes the visitors broke again, this time down the left, and as the ball dropped kindly for the opposition attacker he coolly slipped the ball in at Wallace’s far post to clinch the tie for his side. It was a cruel blow for the Albion and was rough justice for a measured display of controlled tactical football. If Albion had walked away as victors it would have been thoroughly deserved, but it was not to be. 
FULL-TIME 1v2  
