Amateurs
League
Saturday 22 March 2003
Carbrerra Ath  1 .v. 0 Redpath Albion 

Albion lose in day of drama……

In a match full of incident Albion came away from Kirkliston empty handed, but it should have so different. Down to 10 men late in the first half they always looked the better side from that moment on, but on a day of few chances, the elusive equaliser failed to materialise 

Albion had one change from last week with Walker, ruled out by injury, being replaced by Moohan. Morrison declared himself fit from last weeks knee problem and it was game on as both teams took to the park in glorious spring weather. The home side were first to show when a flashing cross in the first minute caused some unease in the Albion defence. From that point on the visitors settled down to enjoy a first half in which their character was to be tested with a series of heavy challenges. The history of this fixture goes back to the earlier encounter when Carbrerra visited Pilrig and their ‘rough-house’ tactics muscled Albion’s young side out of the game. It didn’t take long for this game to go the same way as both midfields battled for every ball. There wasn’t a lot of goal-mouth incident in the first 45 minutes, however, a great cross from Moohan in 19 Minutes found Barr at the far post, but the keeper dived brilliantly to turn the shot round the post. A rare foray up the park by the home side resulted in the only goal of the game as a cross from the right was turned past Wallace to make it 1-0. Albion almost equalised late in the first half when a good through ball was met by Crawford who just failed to connect properly and watched as his shot slid past the post.
A clever chip from the edge of the area from the home striker had Wallace on the back-foot as he proved his agility by turning the ball over the bar. Their was some real battles going on in the midfield and it was beginning to boil over, when first Frank Ross took a knock to the face in an off-the-ball incident, then Moohan was on the end of a two-footed challenge, which the ref failed to spot, then a heavy challenge on John Russell ended with the Albion player needing lengthy treatment. In 43 Minutes it boiled over when Ellwood was shown the Red Card for an off-the-ball incident, which the referee did see.
HALF TIME 1-0 
Into the 2nd half, and down to 10 men, Albion knew they had to dig deep if they wanted to take anything from the game. With Barr ploughing a lone furrow up front it fell to the midfield four to find some creativity and as they started to take charge of the game it was Morrison who was looking as if he would be the likely source for inspiration as he covered the midfield area. In a half packed with incident Albion just failed to find the space in the home rearguard to penetrate the last line of defence and apart from a Moohan snap-shot they had little to show for their midfield dominance.
Three major incidents had an affect on the result, with one in particular, affecting the visitors. In 64 Minutes Morrison landed awkwardly and lay in agony with a suspected broken ankle. 
Initially it looked that way, but after some smart diagnosis by the leisure centre staff, at one stage Oxygen had to be applied to ease the pain, it was deemed he had some bad ligament damage.
With Weir replacing Morrison, Albion had to reshuffle, but had lost some momentum after this incident. In 79 Minutes Albion, and Kevin Ross in particular, had a lucky escape when he was only booked for a tug at the strikers jersey as he homed in on goal. It was a last-man offence but the referee decided on a Yellow, with the home touchline screaming for a Red. 
It probably was a red, but given Albion’s luck on the day they had no complaints. Then with two Minutes to go the home side were awarded a penalty, which was expertly saved by Wallace.
FULL TIME 1 v 0 

The final whistle was a cruel blow as Albion deserved to at least come away with a draw.
