Amateurs
Saturday 18 January 
Anderson Cup 
Inverleith Vale  4  .v.  3  Redpath Albion 
@ Edinburgh Academy KO 1:30pm 
Albion learn lesson at Edinburgh Academy! 
With the festive season and the weather enforcing a “mini pre-season” on all Amateur clubs it was good to get back to some competitive football, and any spectators watching this cup encounter would have agreed that this match was a cracker to come back to. Also for the curious, who watched this one, they would wonder why the Albion hadn’t finished as victors, as they pounded the home goal for most of the match. If BskyB had covered this game with their action all area’s ‘Gizmo’ it would have read 80-20 in Albion’s favour, such was their dominance. But, it was looking all so different as the home side stormed into a 2-0 lead in under 15 minutes, as first a great move down the left ended with Vale player Gardner crashing a good goal past keeper Wallace. Then the big home striker turned neatly in the box to score his sides second. Albion’s back line were showing some ‘rustiness’ and it was only after the loss of these goals that they started to show a bit more composure. From then on Redpath played some delightful stuff on the huge, but muddy park, but failed to make any impact in front of goal, as chance after chance failed to find the net. For a ten minute spell it was all on-way traffic and with the Albion midfield commanding the game, the two goal deficit was being addressed in lively fashion. But as so often happens in this game the ‘sucker punch’ was thrown as the home side, in one of their rare flurries up the park, produced a good third goal in 33 Minutes as a glancing header eluded Wallace at his far post to make it 3-0. To their credit, Albion stuck to their passing game and the long overdue goal was not long in coming, when in 42 Minutes a looping 30 yard effort from Huxtable gave the home keeper all sorts of problems and as he failed to collect the ball, as it crashed off the bar, John Russell cleverly turned the ball back across goal for Crawford to smash home to make it 3-1.
HALF –TIME 3 v 1
Redpath started the half with the move of the game, if not the season, as straight from kick-off a sequence of nine one-touch passes ended with Cowan’s shot being brilliantly pushed past the post, only for the referee Mr.Gray to unbelievably give a goal-kick!. It was back to business as Redpath turned up the heat with the home side pegged back in their own half, and within a 3 Minute spell early in the half shots from Crawford (twice) and Ross had the home keeper sweating again as he rode his luck with scrambled clearances. As Crawford marshalled the right wing, and causing all sorts of problems for the home defence, it was a tactic to be exploited and the Albion did it to great effect. In 56 Minutes another move down the right ended with Crawford’s shot ‘shaving’ the keepers far post. A minute later a goalmouth scramble should have been rewarded with a goal, but the ball was punted clear, which allowed the home side to break for their first real attack of the second half. The ball was gathered at the edge of the area and the impressive Vale striker grabbed his second and his sides third, to make it 4-1. The three goal gap was extraordinary, given the possession Albion had enjoyed, and effectively Inverleith, had enjoyed probably only five chances in the game to date and had taken four of them!. The loss of the fourth goal was a blow, but Albion stuck to their game plan and it paid dividends in the 64th Minute when another swinging corner ended with Mr.Gray spotting Albion No 9 Barr being jostled in among a pack of bodies, and pointing to the spot. Weir stepped up and crashed his spot-kick straight at the keeper, but the keeper’s luck was out this time as Crawford was on hand to slot home the rebound. 4-2. It was now game on as Albion resumed their superiority and continued to batter the home defence. In 67 Minutes Brown replaced Weir up front. A smart through ball from Ross in 71 Minutes sent Crawford away, but with only the keeper to beat he sent his shot wide. Then a Minute later a Brown header looked goal-bound only for the ref to blow for an earlier infringement. If Albion wanted to salvage something for all their efforts it had to be quick, and in 80 Minutes they got the goal that gave them hope, when a wonderful cross from full-back Irvine found Frank Ross at the far post and his half-volley gave the keeper no chance 4-3. An injury to No2 Gary Russell forced Albion to make a change as Stevenson slotted in at right back, and it was Stevenson’s 87th Minute corner that finally proved it was not going to be Albion’s day, when he whipped a great ball into the box for a Huxtable header to be headed of the line into the path of Frank Ross who’s crashing volley from the edge of the area, which looked like giving Redpath a deserved equaliser, was spectacularly scooped over the bar from an outstretched leg of a defender. The resultant corner was scrambled clear and before the visitors could gather the ball, Mr. Gray blew for time.
FINAL SCORE 4 v 3   
