Saturday 15 March
Dunedin Cup Semi-Finals
Watt Starr 1 (1) .v.( 0)  0  Redpath Albion
Amateurs come so close…… 

On a day made for football the Ams put in a performance of real cup tie quality. Alas, even with 90% of the 2nd half possession and a constant barrage of the home goal, they failed to breach the stubborn defending of ‘bogey’ team Watt Star. The match was played in glorious weather and it proved to be a typical semi-final, with both sides playing for high stakes.
It was the home side who started the stronger and the Albion back line had to come up with some desperate defending to keep their side level. The larger than usual away support had to wait until the 14th Minute to see their side create any real danger, but when it came it was worth it. A neat one-two out of defence from K.Ross and Walker found Barr, who released Morrison down the left, his near perfect cross to the far post was met by Walker, who had covered a lot of ground, but could only watch as his powerful header flew over.
The big home midfield were causing problems for the Albion and a flowing move down the left ended with Wallace parrying a shot round the post for a corner in 22 Minutes. As t he corner flew into the danger area it ws met by the head of a home player and flashed past Wallace to put the home side one-up. 1-0. Albion were playing in ‘fits ‘n starts’ and it was fully ten minutes later before they troubled the home keeper when a loose ball on the edge of the area was lobbed just over by Morrison.
. A ‘scary’ moment in the 40th Minute saw a K. Ross pass-back ‘scaffed’ by Wallace, the awkward bobble put of the home striker and Wallace redeemed himself to block the resultant shot. A fast break by Barr and Morrison ended with Morrison pulling up as the ball went out for a corner. It was decided after treatment that Morrison couldn’t continue and he was replaced by Moohan. 
HALF –TIME 1 v 0
If Albion were to keep any interest in this tie, they had to come to life and within seconds of the restart they made their intentions known as they applied the pressure on the home side. A series of corners failed to have the required impact, but it was evident that Watt Star were now under the cosh. In 56 Minutes a flick on by Walker found Barr whose cross was inviting, but missed by everyone.
For all the visitors pressure the break-through was proving more difficult than expected. A tactical change in 60 Minutes saw Crawford replaced by Weir, who switched to the left, with Moohan moving to his more familiar right wing spot. It almost paid instant dividends when Moohan sent Barr through on goal, but just as the ball sat up inviting a half volley, Barr decided to square the ball across goal where there were no takers! A minute later a Moohan shot was saved well by the keeper. The home side were now only relying on hitting on the break and that’s what they did in 67 Minutes when a goal-bound shot was hacked of the line to safety by K.Ross. It was back to business as Albion went back up the park and enjoyed another spell of sustained pressure, but for all their effort they had nothing to show for it. The last throw of the dice saw Huxtable thrown into the fray as he replaced F. Ross in central midfield. His drive and strength produced Albion best chance of the game when he sent Ellwood in on goal. His shot was blocked by the keeper…he then had the rebound blocked and the ball ran free for a corner. It looked like it was going to be one of these day’s! With the clock ticking Albion pushed bodies forward, throwing caution to the wind, and the pressure was now showing as the home side tried some spoiling tactics to gain some respite. Both sides were now battling furiously for possession, but it was Albion who kept their cool. Three corners in as many minutes added more pressure to the home goal, but still no breakthrough.
The home side had a let off in 85 Minutes when Huxtable drove through a pack of players causing all kinds of problems in the penalty area, but as the ball pinged among a cluster of players it was ‘hoofed’ to safety just as Ellwood was ready to connect. Another corner in the 88th Minute  found the head of Walker, but the visiting touchline could only squirm as the ball flew inches wide of the post. It was no desperate stuff from the home side as they played for time with every clearance ‘hoofed’ into touch, and it worked as Referee Mr. Douglas blew for time.
FULL TIME 1 v 0
Experienced players’ have seen it so many times before. A game dominated by a side, that leaves empty handed. We’ve been the recipients of such scenario’s in the past so there’s no point in being negative. The result stands, and for all Albion’s possession we never, in all honesty, had a clear-cut scoring chance e.g. a one-on-one with the keeper situation etc.  There’s no disputing that we had done more than enough to at least take this game into extra time, but it was not to be. The side played very well, especially in the second half, with Wallace, keeping goal whenever he was called into action. The Russell brothers at full back stuck tirelessly to their task and assistant manger Kevin Ross and Irvine, as solid as they’ve ever been all season. Indeed big Richard Irvine produced the pass of the game in the first half that sent Morrison down the left and it deserved a better ending than it did.In the middle Crawford had a quieter game than usual, as did Frank Ross, with Ellwood powering down the left putting in a solid performance. It was shame that we lost the youthful enthusiasm of Morrison as up to the point of his injury he was looking dangerous. It was Walker who excelled in midfield with his tenacity and constant commitment that sometimes comes over as rough-house tactics. Indeed there was a time in the game when it looked like the manager was considering replacing him due to his over-robust style. But, it has brought a certain edge to the teams game-plan that has been missing all season, and in the 4 games he’s played since signing, his ‘battling’ qualities have proved an asset. Barr lead the line as expected, but at times in the 1st half looked isolated, mostly due to the failure of the midfield to link – up, that soon changed in the second half, but it was probably the first time this season that Barr has not had clear cut chance. In fact the stats show that this was the first time this season that Albion have failed to score.Replacements, Moohan had a fine game and proved a big threat when he moved to the right. Weir had quiet game but contributed when required and the drive and strength of Huxtable could have paid dividends on a different day. Overall, although disappointed at losing there is a lot of positives that can be taken from defeat. 
In terms of team spirit it was great to see 20 of the 21 man squad at this game, all rooting for a win, and all credit to the players not in the 16, listed on the team-lines, that they fully supported their team-mates on the day.  Well done lads, you also deserve credit.
 

