Saturday 14 February 2003
League
Civil Service Strollers  2 .v. 1  Redpath Albion
@ Civil Service Ground, Silverknowes - KO2pm 
After a late pitch inspection the referee gave the game the all clear after making sure the park was free of frost. Albion made four changes to their line-up from last week with new signing from Bingham FC, Barry Walker making his debut. Scottish U19 International striker Brown was in from the start, with John Russell starting at left full back. Dave Moohan was also backing in the side after an absence of eight weeks. Albion got off to the worst possible start as a hopeful cross ball was turned behind Wallace in on only 38 seconds. 1-0. Credit to Albion s they settled down to play some great football on the big, well groomed surface at the Civil Service ground. New boy Walker had settled well, and his strong runs up the right and his link up play with the front two, was causing problems for the home side. Moohan chased a good through ball from Brown in 19 Minutes and he had the home keeper scrambling to clear. Two minutes later and a great run by Walker ended with his cross ball being headed just wide by Brown. In 26 Minutes a fast break by CSS ended with K. Ross clearing off the line. Good work by Morrison and Moohan down the left, ended with a mix up in the home sides penalty area and as the ball landed at Barr who tried to guide his shot under the bar, but he could only watch as the ball flew over for what should have been the equaliser. In 37 Minutes there was some concern as John Russell came off worse in a tough collision. He recovered in time to see Brown’s snapshot fly inches wide. The home side, which had been pinned back in their own half for long spells, broke free in 42 Minutes and scored a second goal against the run of play. 2-0
HALF TIME 2-0
No changes to the Albion line-up as both teams re-organised for the second period. The second half was only 3 Minutes old when Frank Ross found space in the area to ease his shot past the home keeper to reduce the leeway. 2-1. As before the visitors took command and some great play down the right from Walker ended with a neat one-two with Brown almost resulting in the equaliser. 15 Minutes into the half Albion made a change with Ellwood replacing John Russell at left back. Midway through the half great work from Brown saw him play a slide rule pas into the path of Barr who did everything right as he tried to steer his shot past the CSS keeper, but he was left bewildered as the keeper went down low to make a wonder save and turn the ball round for a corner. Another break away by the home side had Wallace scampering off his line to clear. In 70 Minutes more good work from Brown saw his one-two with Barr being expertly saved by the keeper. A minute later Walker, who had made a fine debut, was replaced by Crawford. The move almost paid as he waltzed past two defenders and watched as his cross went inches past the far post. With 13 Minutes to go Albion made their final change as Weir replaced Barr. Albion stepped up the pressure and thought they had levelled when Weir lobbed the keeper only to see his goal bound effort headed off the line. It was all Albion now with the homes side ‘clinging’ to their slender lead. In 86 Minutes another Weir effort shaded past the keeper’s far post. Then in 89 Minutes a far post ball found Frank Ross whose effort was just wide of the post.
FULL TIME 2-1
