Saturday 12 October
Miller Cup 
Gorebridge Ams  3 (2) .v. (1) 3 Redpath Albion
(Gorebridge win 5 – 4 after extra time) 
@ Gore Glen, Gorebridge KO 2pm 
After 3 days of intermittent rain the park at Gorebridge was in remarkable condition and the playing surface was easily the best and biggest the Ams have played on this season. The excellent playing surface certainly brought the best out of the players’ and the extra time loss was a travesty given the commitment and display shown by the squad. 
Severely ravaged by injuries and call-offs the 12-man squad was reshuffled to give an unfamiliar look. Playing a 4-4-2 formation on the huge park, Albion took their customary 15 minutes to settle in to a playing pattern, and were lucky to survive a few near misses as the home side took advantage of the slight slope. However, the width of the park was there to be exploited, and with Crawford on the right, John Russell marshalling the left, the sleek crisp passing from Morrison and O’Brien were causing problems for the home back line. Such was the pace of the game, and the tremendous football being played by both sides, a goal was sure to come. Unluckily for Albion it was Gorebridge who broke the deadlock, twice in 5 Minutes, to see them two in front with 25 Minutes played. The loss of both goals, only drove the visitors on to take a grip of the game and in 30 Minutes, Weir was up-ended in the box. The referee had no hesitation, and pointed to the spot. Crawford confidently placed the ball on the spot, and then proceeded to see his shot saved by the keeper. The penalty miss could have had an adverse effect on the side’s confidence, but the opposite was to be witnessed as first Barr came close then Weir brought out the best in the home keeper. In 34 Minutes Albion scored the goal they deserved and it was that man Weir who crashed an unstoppable shot of the bar. He was sharp enough to follow up and head the rebound home. 
Redpath, despite being 2-1 down were in the driving seat and the intelligent running and quick feet of Morrison was creating havoc for the home side. Despite their superiority Albion had to settle for a 2-1 deficit at half time. 
HALF TIME 2-1 
It was now Redpath’s turn to enjoy the advantage of the slight slope, and they almost levelled in 49 Minutes when Weir came close after the home defence made a hash of a slow pass back to the keeper. Albion were now playing some of their best stuff of the season and a couple of chances went begging. It was to prove costly as Gorebridge found some rare space in the Albion defence to make it 3-1. Even at 3-1, Albion were still the side more likely to come out on top, and they wasted no time in taking the game back to Gorebridge. In 55 Minutes Crawford came close, then Weir blasted over from close range. Then a far post cross, after good work from Barr, left Weir to hit the side netting. Some great work and a sweet one-touch passing movement from Morrison and John Russell down the left ended with Weir crashing his shot of the post. 
Some of the football played by Albion was a joy to watch, and it paid dividends in 76 Minutes when Crawford met a delightful cross from the right to head pas the keeper to make it 3-2. 
The remaining 14 Minutes, and the push for an equaliser, saw Brown replace John Russell, as Albion went to 4-3-3. The home defence were now pinned back and under tremendous pressure. However, Gorebridge hit on the break twice in succession and it was only the agility of Wallace that denied them a fourth goal. With only 4 Minutes left on the clock a great move down the right ended with Brown meeting a near post cross. The home keeper miraculously turned his turn and shot over the bar. It was all Redpath now and with barely a Minute left on the clock it was that Man Weir again who volleyed home a perfect cross from Barr to send the game into Extra Time. 
FULL – TIME  3 v 3 
 1st Period Extra Time 
Albion kicked off the first period playing up the slight slope and now playing with tremendous confidence, with Barr dropping deep to cover a midfield role as they reverted to 4-4-2, but it was the home side who edged in front when they crashed home their fourth to go 4-3 up. The rhythm of Albion’s earlier play was now showing some cracks, and if ever they needed some fresh legs it was now!. The home side made their last substitution and this advantage was to prove worthy. 
ET Half Time 4 v 3

2nd Period Extra Time 
The Albion midfield was bravely trying to pick up the pace of the game, as they looked to find their second wind. But before they could achieve this Gorebridge broke again and a quick one-two ended with a shot that left Wallace with no chance of saving. Albion went back to a 4-3-3 again in a last ditch effort to claw their way back into the game, as they threw caution to the wind. In doing so Wallace had to make three class saves to keep his sides slender hopes alive. The inspiration from these saves, gave Albion renewed impetus and another smart one touch move involving Morrison and O’Brien ended with Morrison being fouled on the edge of the area. As the home wall looked on Weir crashed a tremendous free kick into the keeper’s top corner. It was too little too late and the referee blew time on a game of tremendous quality, with both teams a credit to Amateur game.
FULL TIME 5 v 4
