SATURDAY 24 AUGUST
League
Inverleith Vale (1) 1 v 4 (0) Redpath Albion
@ Wardie Playing Fields
Scorers: Weir 2, Moohan, Crawford
Both sides stepped on to the park with expectations of an opening day win. The home side were new to the association and were something of an unknown quantity. However, it took just over 80 seconds for Inverleith to open their account, when Huxtable was ‘barged’ of the ball, in what looked like a clear foul, but with no indication of a foul from the referee, the home striker strode forward to slide the ball past the advancing Wallace. 1-0. It was an unexpected start to the game and with the home side playing some good football it was fully 15 minutes before Albion adapted their game to counteract their opponents slick midfield play. In 18 Minutes Weir found himself through one-on-one with the keeper who did well to come of his line and block the shot. As the half progressed Albion were now playing the better football and a series of half chances came to nothing. In 40 Minutes a tremendous half-volley from the edge of the area by Moohan resulted in the home keeper making a brilliant one handed save. 
Then a Huxtable header went inches wide.
Half Time 1-0
Within an Minute of the re-start Albion were level, as Redpaths seventh corner of the match, resulted in Weir heading home from close range.1-1 Albion were now total command and some great inter-play from Gary Russell and Moohan down the right in 56 Minutes, ended with Weir being upended in the area. It was a clear penalty and Weir stepped to convert easily.1-2.
Some of the Albion football was a joy to watch and their swift one-touch play was causing all sorts of problems for the home side. Another corner in 67 Minutes was expertly headed home by Crawford to give Redpath a two-goal advantage. The home side rarely troubled the Albion back line, but when they did, Wallace was a match for anything they threw at him. In 76 Minutes the large home crowd witnessed a goal of real quality. A move started by Frank Ross, and included some lovely one-touch stuff from Gary Russell and Barr, ended with Moohan crashing the ball home to make it 1-4. The home defence were now being run ragged and it was no surprise, when Smith and Brown, replaced Weir and Barr, who had done everything asked of them in the searing heat.
As the referee blew for time the Albion squad could head back to Leith with some satisfaction.
This was a stunning workmanlike performance sprinkled with some marvellous football as the Albion put together some really classy stuff. Make no mistake, the home side will cause teams problems with their robust style and good midfield play, but on the day they were no match for a side which oozed class after losing that early goal. A solid performance from the back four, matched by the intelligent play from the midfield and front line. The standard has now been set.
FULL TIME - 1 v 4
