Redpath Albion 1 (1) v (4) 5 Sandys  
Lothian East League
Saturday 20th February
Pilrig Park
Albion’s horror form continued with a third successive defeat at the hands of league leaders Sandys. Whilst losing to the leaders may not sound bad, it was individual mistakes and bad choices in the first half that again had this game out of reach by half time.   Wallace, Kerr, Bruce all dropped to the bench as changes were made.  Albion started brightly and Brown was getting on the ball lost to get attached under way.  The closets Albion came was from headers from Weir and McColl but again a lack of quality in the final third often led to the break down of attacks.  And on 25 minutes with a first meaningful attack of the game, Sandys took the lead as Albion’s defence rushed out for an offside not paying attention to the fact the Riley was still in there calling the line and it was 1-0 Sandys.  A second came quickly from some shabby marking on the edge of the box and then Kelly lost his man at the corner and it was 3-0 inside 35 minutes.  Weir pulled one back with persistence but Albion could not see it out till half time and more laziness restored Sandys three goal cushion.  A simple thorn in form the right and the Sandy’s winger had room all around home as four Albion players literally watched him spin round and crack a dipping 25yarder in for 1-4.  Half time 1-4.  
The second half was pretty much tit for tat and was played out quite evenly.  But the last third was remaining poor for Redpath despite Laing and Bruce being added t the attack. The closest was Bruce’s cracking effort met by a cracking save.  Doig’s effort was stopped goal bound by a sprawling Sandy’s defender and that typified the difference at being willing t place their body on the line.  And Sandys’ glossed the scoreline with another fine finish on 80 Minutes.  Final Score 1-5.  

Squad
Moore
D.Kelly – McColl--Riley – Irvine
Martin-Doig-Brown –Minto 
Weir-Rutherford
Subs: Bruce for Weir 55mins
Laing for Rutherford   65 mins

Kerr for D.kelly 71 mins
Goals: Weir 38
Verdict:

Its not getting any better with a third successive loss.  Despite changes, the performance was lacking in key areas of physical and mental toughness but also basic aspects of decision making and possession.  The management team are scratching their heads now (be careful – Dave might draw blood!) as no matter how they set things up, players are not performing.  There is evidence that this level may be a step too far for one or two but is is up to everyone to pull together in what is now officially a relegation scrap.  We keep stressing possession and game control and hard work.  The latter is frustrating as it is sheer laziness on occasions that costs goals.  Expecting someone else to close that man for you, turn and run with him and in another way, lacking movement of a ball, not willing to take a hit or a shoulder in a challenge and we are being physically pushed out of games.  We have 9 games to save the league status with everyone of them a cup final to get points.  The players in the strips have to do it.  With Lenehan back next week and McCreadie back from a ban the week after, there is some life to inject things.  O’Brien is knocking the door again and Flynn will be pushing after warming the bench for a few weeks.  With the Logan Cup last 16 game next Saturday, a quarter final chance awaits but we need to focus on a confidence boosting performance.  
