

Lothian Edinburgh Division
Saturday 5 November 2005
Lothian Thistle  (2) 5 v 1 (0)  Redpath Albion
@ Campbell Park, Colinton KO 2pm
Match Official - Mr. Blackie
Moore Red Card shackles Albion fight back

Poor defending and a deserved red card brought Albion's hopes of
a second half fight back grinding to a halt at Campbell Park.
Albion, who have still to win on the 'the road' this season were without
Captain Robbie Huxtable for this match with Moohan also out.
On a big park with a strong blowing from end to end, it was Albion who
were facing the windy elements in the first half and it was obvious that 
they would have to contend with some extended pressure from the home side.
That's exactly how the game went as the first half settled into a pattern with
Albion defending well for the first 23 Minutes as the home side was finding it
difficult to breach the Albion front line. The break-through for them did come 
in 24 Minutes when a crisp pass out to the left caught Kevin Ross stranded
as the ball whizzed past him. The home winger was on to it quickly and he
sent an inviting cross into the box where the striker easily tapped home. 1-0
Albion mastered the wind for a spell and McCreadie had two long-range 
efforts that flew over. Albion were stunned further in 33 Minutes when a pass
through the middle had Moore caught in limbo and as he was caught in possession
the home striker nipped the ball from his feet and romped forward to slot the ball
past Wallace to make it 2-0. Six minutes later thing's got worse for Moore when a 
high challenge was deemed dangerous by the referee and with an earlier yellow card being
given for dissent he was sent packing for a second yellow.
HALF TIME 2- 0
Although 2-0 down, Albion had been hopeful of clawing their way back into the game, however,
the dismissal of Moore left them with an uphill struggle. The strong wind would possibly allow them
to grab a life-line but a third Lothian goal in 52 Minutes all but blew their chances. 3-0.
Albion were certainly getting forward more in this half and the home keeper was certainly busier 
than he had been. On the hour mark Albion made their first change and Salton replaced Ferguson.
The visitors had there best spell of the game at this time and were pushing forward at every opportunity.
In 64 Minutes a McCreadie shot was pushed out by the keeper and Barr pounced on the rebound, but could only
watch as his shot was turned round the post for a good save.
A second change came with Minto replacing Barr up front and an injury to Kerr allowed Dudgeon to come on.
The change paid almost instant dividends when Dudgeon picked up a ball in midfield and surged past three
home defenders to coolly slot the ball past the home keeper to make it 3-1. Within a minute of this goal Albion
should have scored again as Minto shook of his marker and saw his shot parried into the path of McCreadie,
but his return shot flew inches over the bar. This miss proved costly as Lothian extended their lead within Minutes
of this incident and went 4-1 up. As the game drew to a close a fifth goal summed up Albion's and Kevin Ross's day
when a wicked cross was headed past his own keeper for a deflected goal finishing goal for the home side.
FULL TIME - 5 v 1
TEAM
WALLACE

K ROSS          McCREADIE           IRVINE             MOORE

FERGUSON (SALTON)           McCREADIE          COWAN            F ROSS

BARR  (MINTO)  KERR  (DUDGEON)

Subs not used:- O'BRIEN
 

VERDICT

An in-between performance from Albion with the squad confident of playing their way back 
into contention even at 2-0 down. However, the dismissal of Moore virtually ended their
chances of recovery. A short flurry in the second half should have produced more as a 
glorious chance was lost when Minto should have scored, and two half chances, from Barr
and McCreadie would have put a very different slant on the outcome of the game.
Moore's 'inexperience' and the subsequent red card was a definite burden to his team’s chances.
Still, it was another away defeat where the home side showed that they can be matched and as with
Tartan, SASA, Whitson and now Lothian Albion can be confident that the outcome will be more favourable
when these sides come to Pilrig Park later in the season.
 
 

 
