

Anderson Cup
Saturday 3 December 2005
Redpath Albion  (0 2 v 3 (0)   Blackburn Valley
@ Pilrig Park - KO 1:30pm
Match Official: Mr. P Morris

Albion lose out in cup thriller

At a wet and murky Pilrig Park the surface was heavy with the overnight rainfall and 
it would be a struggle for either side to play any sort of passing game.
Albion were still without K Ross, Ferguson and Moohan, but had Huxtable back in the line-up
after his one-game suspension who came in for Moore who took his place alongside F Ross
on the bench. Albion started the game the livelier side and with both flanks being used
on the big Pilrig pitch Dudgeon and Cowan were seeing plenty of the ball.
Although neither side managed to break the deadlock in the opening period, it was 
a half that saw Albion create the bulk of the chances, but fail to convert the final ball.
Barr came closest when an angled drive in 42 Minutes came crashing off the crossbar.
HALF TIME 0 - 0
It was the visitors turn to take centre stage as they attacked the Albion goal from the restart.
Wallace had tot look lively on two occasions to first, turn a snapshot round the post, and then to
sprint from his line to take a high through ball. It was fully 10 second half Minutes before Albion
looked like the side that had played so well in the first half, when a McCreadie charge up the park
ended with his slip through to Minto being sent past the post. In 65 Minutes Albion got the lead they deserved 
when a great cross from the right saw Salton rise high to send a marvellous header past the keeper to make 
it 1-0. The measure of this great cup-tie was the instant reply from Blackburn when a speculative ball into
the middle of the Albion defence slipped from Wallace's grasp and the striker had the easiest of chances to
level the score in 66 Minutes. There was now nothing between the sides, and with the game finely balanced
a long through ball in 74 Minutes was duly blasted home with great accuracy by Minto to make it 2-1.
All Albion needed to do was defend this lead, but they went looking for a clincher and Minto (twice) and McCreadie had the visiting keeper making great saves to keep the score at 2-1. The final ten Minutes saw all Albion's work undone as Blackburn equalised to make it 2-2, then with barley 3 Minutes on the clock, and with the visitors pushing forward a shot from the edge of the area evaded a pack of players to end up in Wallace's far corner to secure a 2-3 win for Blackburn.
FULL TIME 2 - 3

TEAM

WALLACE

HUXTABLE      McCALLUM        IRVINE

O'BRIEN  (F ROSS)

DUDGEON      SALTON     McCREADIE    COWAN

BARR       MINTO

Subs Not Used: MOORE

VERDICT
Defeat is always hard to accept, but occasionally it's easier to swallow 
when the commitment and application from honest players is on show
Thus was the case at Pilrig Park. Albion have now proved in the last two 
fixtures that they are regaining the form of the early season, and the creation of
chances are serving the side well. The new vein of form found by O'Brien is instrumental
in orchestrating a passing game that was missing for a number of games over the past 6 to 8 weeks.
Salton and Minto are now rightly, ready for extended runs in the side, and at 18 years of age, both
should now be given that chance. It’s now up to them.
 
 
