	

Miller Challenge Cup Round 1

Saturday 24 September 2005
Armadale Athletic  (2) 3 v 1 (1)  Redpath Albion AFC
@ Wood Park, Armadale - KO 1:30pm
Match Official - Mr. Menzies

After the holiday weekend lay-off the Ams were back in action with a visit
our West to Armadale in the main association cup competition.
Although Frank Ross and Gogs McCreadie were back from holiday the Ams
were without Ferguson, O'Brien and O'Donnell all missing through work or
holidays. At a blustery Wood Park, both sides struggled to master the conditions early on
but as the game progressed it was the home side that was showing the more commitment.
Their aggressive play gave them an 18th Minute lead when a shot fizzed past Wallace
and was diverted into his own net by Moore to give the home side a 1-0 lead.
Albion were never in this game in the first half hour and it was a half-hearted Albion
performance until the 29th Minute when a Frank Ross cross found the head of Huxtable who headed
powerfully past the Armadale keeper to make it 1-1. The goal should have shaken Albion from
their slumber, but it had no affect. It was no surprise when the home side scored a second from a
good passing move to make it 2-1 four Minutes after Albion drew level.
HALF -TIME 2 v 1
Albion resisted any half-time changes, and with the stiff breeze blowing in their favour it was 
hoped that there would be a marked improvement in the second period.
Albion attacked from the first whistle but were finding it difficult to get in behind the home
defence and in 54 Minutes made two changes with Frank Ross and Barr being replaced by
Kevin Ross and Minto. Albion were struggling to find any sort of rhythm and it proved costly
when in 66 Minutes they lost the crucial third goal when a long ball down the middle left the 
home striker with only Wallace to beat. The Albion keeper had limited choices after being 
badly exposed by his central defenders.  As he advanced from
his area, should he make contact with the home striker and possibly be red carded, 
or dive and handle the ball outside his area? Whatever choices he made
the outcome would have been the same so he settled for making the tackle, but the striker 
edged it round him to crash the ball into the net. A minute later Albion made their final change.
Kerr replaced Moohan as Albion went with 3 up front in order to salvage something.
The last 10 Minutes produced Albion's best spell in the game with a series of
6 corners causing havoc in the home goal. Minto, Salton, Irvine and Huxtable all missed
half-chances to get their side back into the game but the home keeper and his defence rode their
luck with a with a string of last ditch saves and clearances.
FULL -TIME 3 v 1

TEAM

WALLACE
SALTON         IRVINE        McCALLUM        MOORE
MOOHAN  (KERR)   COWAN    McCREADIE     F ROSS (K ROSS)
BARR (MINTO)    HUXTABLE

Verdict
A poor display by Albion's standards and the loss of 1st and 3rd goals
were in keeping with how the side’s defensive lapses are proving expensive.
Added to the failure to find the net on Saturday, and make no mistake
the opportunities were there in the second half, especially from set-pieces,
and it summed up the performance. In addition, there was a lethargic look
about the side that has been visible from earlier matches.
They'll have to shake it off quickly with 3 major cup ties looming in the next
three weeks.
 




Huxtable levels to make it 1-1



McCreadie springs into action



Irvine/Huxtable who missed?



Albion - late pressure



Minto shot kept out by keeper
 

 


