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Redpath Albion AFC (0) 0 v 4 (1) Grange Thistle (Stirlingshire)
@ Pilrig Park, KO 2pm
Refereeing decision sees Albion's cup hopes crash



Minto outnumbered this time



Wallace penalty save



Salton free-kick goes just wide

Albion hosted the visit of Stirlingshire AFA side Grange Thistle in the 1st round of the 
East of Scotland Cup. At a rain lashed and windswept Pilrig Park it was Albion who
started the brighter and should have scored in 44 Seconds when Barr beat the off-side trap
to move in on goal but his delicate lob over the advancing keeper went agonisingly wide.
What a start that would have given Albion, but they had to contend with a visiting side who
crept into the game after realising their early let-off. As both sides battled to take control it
was a real game of end to end stuff without either side looking like likely winners.
The game did come alive however, when in 36 Minutes a highly dubious penalty was awarded 
to Grange after an ariel dual challenge from Irvine and McCreadie resulted in the referee
judging that the visiting player had been impeded in the area. Justice was served when
Wallace brought off a brilliant save as he launched to his right to push the ball clear.
This may have been the spur Albion needed, but as they pushed forward looking for but
the breakthrough it came at the other end when the Grange striker peeled away from 
Irvine and Huxtable for the first time in the match to lob Wallace from just inside the area 0-1.
HALF TIME 0-1
Albion started the second period as they did the first, by taking the game to Grange but
within 5 Minutes of the restart they went further behind as Grange added to their tally 0-2.
It was a blow but Albion were doing enough to get back into the game and confidence was 
high that one goal would put them right back on track. However, the referee had other ideas.
An innocent looking tussle between Huxtable and the Grange number 6 ended with Huxtable
making a comment to the match official and after an earlier yellow card for dissent the referee
brandished a second yellow to leave Huxtable and the Albion ranks mystified as the Albion
captain was sent packing. Down to 10 men it was now going to be an uphill struggle for the 
home side. In 58 Minutes Albion made a double change with Minto and O'Donnell making way for
Salton and Cowan. With 30 Minutes still on the clock one goal could have put Albion back in 
contention and they came close twice when first Moohan and then McCreadie shot just over.
It became academic in 77 Minutes when the 10 man home side lost a third goal 0-3.
Albion were still finding ways through the visiting back-line and a great run from
McCreadie saw his angled drive go inches wide. Two Minutes later a good break down the 
left by Barr saw his cross slammed goalward by Moohan but the keeper saved well.
A third Albion change saw Dudgeon replace Frank Ross in 80 Minutes.
With the Albion challenge now on the wane, it was no surprise when Grange grabbed a 
fourth to secure their place in the 2nd round.
FULL TIME 0-4
TEAM

WALLACE
K ROSS        HUXTABLE         IRVINE         MOORE
MOOHAN        O'DONNELL  (COWAN)        McCREADIE        F ROSS  (DUDGEON)
BARR     MINTO  (SALTON)
Subs not used: O'BRIEN & FERGUSON
 

SUMMARY

Another day of if only Barr had scored with the early chance. If only the ref 
had decided that Huxtable's comment was more a joke than malicious!.
The match analysis would conclude that Albion were very much still in
the game before the dismissal of the captain. The loss of four goals probably
doesn't do justice to the squad's performance, but the loss of poor goals still remains
a problem, which isn't a reflection on keeper Wallace who has performed solidly in his last two
outing's. It's also a worry that the midfield are relying too heavily on the pace and work-rate
of McCreadie as he seems to be at the heart of every Albion attacking move. The strike rate
is also a big worry. A large percentage of our goals are coming from midfield and 
a big striker or a player who at least brings something different to the striking
position as opposed to pace and just being 'busy' is something we will need to address quickly.

 
 

 

	 


