

Lothian Edinburgh Division
Saturday 20 August 2005
Redpath Albion AFC  (1) 4 v 3 (2)  Seaforth Highlanders
@ Pilrig Park - 1:45pm
Match Official - Mr. Richardson
Ams storm back from 0-2, then 1-3 down, to start season with a win

On a day where the weather was more suited to the West Indies Albion were hard pushed
to get this game on, as the local council failed to line the park with the excuse that the
season didn't start until the 27 August!. Don't laugh, it's true. Some frantic phone calls starting at
7:30 in the morning finally ended with the parks dept agreeing to sell us a tub of pitch whitener
at £40 a tub in order for us to mark the lines ourselves. Oh well, as long as the council spend
vast sums of money on our never ending festivals of culture who are we to complain.
Was all the hassle worth it?. Well everyone was geared up for the opening game of the season
and expectation's were high as newly promoted Albion welcomed Seaforth Highlanders to Pilrig Park
so by 4pm it was worth all the trouble. But, if you had asked at half-time the answer would probably 
have been an emphatic NO!
Albion went into this match minus 3 key and experienced players', captain Robbie Huxtable, 
Geoff Cowan and Kevin Ross, all suspended for the first two matches resulting from yellow cards
carried forward from last season. From the 17 player’s available Albion were confident that they 
could handle their first test as the newly promoted side. The "test" started badly as within seconds of 
the kick-off defenders Irvine and Moore were caught in a muddle and left Wallace with no chance as
the visitors couldn't believe their luck to go 0-1 in front. As if that wasn't enough, within 10 Minutes
of the start Albion found themselves 0-2 down when a wicked cross was headed past his own keeper
by Irvine to make 0-2. What a day this was turning out to be!. It was fully 25 Minutes into the game
before Albion got it together and some good passing movements led to McCreadie being
chopped down on the edge of the area. From the resulting two free-kicks Ferguson came 
close. In 28 Minutes Albion had a very good penalty claim turned down when another 
surging run from McCreadie ended with contact being made in the box, but match official
Mr. Richardson waived play on amid the howls from the home touchline.
Albion had now taken the game to the visitors, and although still a bit jittery at the 
back, were now taking control. A goal was needed if they were to cement their intentions
and it came from another strong run from McCreadie. Fouled at the edge of the area,
up stepped Ferguson who curled a wonderful free-kick past the keeper to make it1-2
Just before half-time a rare Seaforth attack ended with Ferguson sustaining a gashed
head in a clash which required hospital treatment. He was replaced by Salton.
HALF -TIME 1-2
Some tough talking was done at half-time and as long as Albion were only trailing
by 1-2 they were still in this game. However, within minutes of the half restarting Albion
were left stunned as a pinpoint pass split the Albion back-line and although Wallace
did all he could to block the shot, the ball fell kindly to a Seaforth forward who
slid the ball home to make it 1-3. With 40 Minutes still on the clock, Albion would have
to strike back quickly and they did when a push in the box was spotted by the referee
and Salton stepped up to glide the ball home from the spot to make it 2-3.
Albion were now in control and as the half progressed they looked the fitter side
as the visitors wilted in the searing heat. In 77 Minutes, another Albion attack 
ended with a far post ball finding Frank Ross who lashed the ball high into the net
to bring the home side level 3-3. The large home crowd was now looking for 
their side to go in front for the first time and what a strike it was.
In 82 Minutes a great move involving 4 Albion player's saw Frank Ross
roll the ball into the path of left back Moore who unleashed a swerving left foot strike
that crashed in off the keepers far post to put Albion in front.
As the heat took its toll both sides were happy for to hear the final whistle as 
Albion claimed their opening day win.
FULL TIME 4-3
Team
WALLACE
FERGUSON (SALTON then replaced by O'BRIEN) IRVINE   McCALLUM  MOORE
MOOHAN  McCREADIE (c)  O'DONNELL  F ROSS
BARR  KERR (MINTO)
Verdict

What a start to the season. A match that was played in searing heat
saw the Albion back-line "sunbathe" their way through the first forty-five minutes.
The second period, apart from a good reaction save from Wallace, ensured Albion
were rewarded for their efforts. Three blistering goals, from Ferguson, Ross and Moore
were just reward for a good second half display, added to Salton's cool penalty finish.
 
 

 

 



 

 
