

 

Lothian Edinburgh Division


Saturday 18 March 2006
       
 Tynecastle Star  (0)  1  v  2  (0) Redpath Albion
 @ 


Peffermill, - KO 2pm
    

  Match Official:- Mr. De Herdt

TYNECASTLE STAR 1  V  2 REDPATH ALBION

Albion travelled to Peffermill on Saturday with apprehension after the loss of club captain Huxtable and Frank Ross to illness, Dudgeon to injury and Kevin Ross to work commitments. Add to this the thrashing dished out by Tynecastle at Pilrig and you would have thought it a wasted journey. 

Tynecastle started the game brightly and stroked the ball about confidently although they didn’t trouble the Albion defence until the 15th minute when Mawer had to look lively to block a shot for a corner from the edge of the box. The resultant corner was easily dealt with. Albion were finding it difficult to get a grip of the midfield early on and Wallace produce a fine save after 20 minutes to keep the scoreline blank. It was fully 25 minutes before Albion had their first chance. A series of long throws from Salton had put the home defence under pressure and a flick on from one of these by Stevenson was volleyed goalwards by Barr but the centre half threw himself in front of the effort and it was hacked to safety. Kerr then showed great determination to get through three tackles before forcing the keeper in to a smart save. The game was now beginning to open up and as Albion dealt with most of the home side’s attacks Robertson started to impose himself up the right wing. A great ball from Cowan put Robertson in behind the home defence. His cut back was met first time by Barr but the shot went inches wide. The player manager knew he should have done better with chances at a premium and Albion nearly paid the price as the home side also wasted a great chance when their centre forward evaded his marker from a diagonal cross but headed tamely straight at Wallace. Both teams probed for the decisive opening but the first half ended in stalemate.






Half Time 0 – 0

The second half saw the home side make 3 changes, one of which was their goalkeeper, as they searched for a breakthrough. It was becoming more obvious that the first goal was going to be vital and Albion were showing a determination to get it as Cowan and Stevenson began to dominate centre midfield. Stevenson then began the move that led to Albion taking the lead. His ball forward was chased by Kerr and the home centre half. The keeper thought he had the danger covered but misjudged where he was and stepped outside the area when he grabbed the ball. Salton’s free kick was partially blocked and broke to Stevenson who coolly slotted the ball home for the opener. Salton was forced out of the action with an ankle injury on the hour and Minto replaced Kerr up front with Kerr moving to wide right and Robertson going to right back. The change didn’t upset the stability of Albion’s defence as the continued to repel the home side comfortably. Wallace then produced a world class save as a hopeful ball in to the box was toe poked toward goal. It looked certain to go in until Wallace flung himself full length to fingertip the ball to safety. The quality of the save was recognised by the home side who all applauded the Albion keeper’s brilliance. This proved to even more important when Minto forced the home defence into conceding a corner on 70 minutes. Robertson whipped the ball in and the home keeper went up to clutch the ball. It squirmed from his grasp and dropped kindly as Barr reacted quickly to nod it home from every strikers favourite distance of two yards. The home side threw four up front in an attempt to salvage something but this left loads of space for Albion to exploit. Kerr and Robertson combined for the latter to cross for Anderson to power a header just over the crossbar with the keeper rooted to the spot, It looked as though it was going to be Albion’s day when an overhit cross by the Tynecastle right wing floated over Wallace’s head but came back off the bar. Mawer was alive to block the ball away for a corner when the home striker was dreaming of glory. Albion nearly extended their lead when first Minto, then Barr and finally Cowan all had shots blocked in the space of 30 seconds. The final stages were made tense as Tynecastle pulled a goal back in injury time. Then forced a corner 2 minutes later. Irvine headed the ball clear and the referee ended the game.






Full Time 1 – 2







Verdict

Albion may have ridden their luck a couple of times early on in this game but were composed and strong for the majority. The midfield worked tirelessly and once they had a grip on the game they were determined not to give it up. Up front the three strikers who took part gave the home defence a severe examination and all the players showed a great team spirit. Special mention to Salton who came in and played his best game of the season before departing with injury. Mawer showed great composure and maturity when under pressure while captain for the day, Cowan, relished a return to centre midfield and was tigerish all day. There were no failures at all for Albion and even the 2 unused subs O’Brien and Banks were always encouraging their team-mates although they didn’t actually get on the field. This was undoubtedly the Albion of old.







Team







Wallace







McCallum

Salton (Minto)



Mawer


Irvine

Robertson


Stevenson

Cowan

Anderson





Barr


Kerr

Subs: Not used O’Brien, Banks

