

    Lothian Edinburgh Division
       Saturday 14 January 2006
       Redpath Albion  (1) 1 v 2 (1)  Tartan AFC
    @ Pilrig Park,  - KO 2pm
         Match Official:- Mr.Hardie

Last minute penalty miss gives Tartan the points!
The Ams threw away three valuable home points as they fail to take chances.
The visit of Tartan FC held great expectations for the home side with the squad looking to reverse
an embarrassing 8-3 defeat at their place earlier in the season, when Albion's depleted squad were overrun at Campbell Park.
New signing Dave Robertson made his home debut at right wing-back as Albion begun the task of claiming another 3 home points.
The opening exchanges were fairly even and Albion should have taken the lead in 16 Minutes when McCreadie found himself
clean through only for the keeper to block his angled drive. It should have put Albion in ahead but, they paid the price for the miss
when 5 Minutes later a loose ball landed kindly in the Albion penalty area and the Tartan striker calmly threshed the ball through
a ruck of players to make it 0-1. Albion continued to take the game to their opponents and with Kerr being particularly busy
it was his darting run into the box that resulted in him being fouled in the Tartan penalty area for an undisputed penalty.
Up stepped Salton to give the visiting keeper no chance and take his side level at 1-1. With 6 Minutes of the half to go
Albion were dealt a blow when influential captain Huxtable was withdrawn from the action following a thigh injury. Kevin Ross slotted in at the back as his replacement.
HALF TIME  1 v 1
With Albion playing down their famed Pilrig slope, they looked to take advantage, and kept up the pressure.
A series of good runs from McCreadie and Kerr were always causing the Tartan defence problems and the side
grew in confidence as they probed for the second goal. In 59 Minutes a great cross from Cowan found Robertson
at the back post but the home side could only watch as his header went agonisingly wide as he had to contort his
body to even make contact. In 63 Minutes a Cowan header from  Salton corner was headed of the Tartan goal line
to deny Albion a deserved lead. This incident proved costly as three Minutes later the visitors stormed up the park and 
through ball, which looked clearly offside was cut back to an onrushing Tartan player who squeezed his shot past Wallace
to make it 1-2. It was a blow, but Albion had to keep going and they came close again in 71 Minutes when another header 
from a corner, was again scrambled off the line. The Home side replaced Barr with Dudgeon to inject some added pace up front
In 79 Minutes a great run from McCreadie saw his pass slipped wide to Robertson, but his wild shot flew past the post with 
only the keeper to beat. In 84 Minutes a Salton corner was flighted perfectly to McCreadie, 
who rose unchallenged to head a powerful header inches over the bar. Albion now saw the game slipping away from them
and a re-shuffle saw McCreadie move up front for a last gasp effort. It paid off when a chip from Robertson bounced unkindly
and a Tartan player had the miss-fortune of handling in the penalty area for a certain penalty. Match official Mr. Hardie had no hesitation
and pointed to the spot. Up stepped Salton who was left with the task of salvaging a deserved point. With seconds ticking away
the young Albion midfielder elected to go for power instead of his trademark 'slide rule' shot, the resultant shot at goal was 
expertly turned over the bar to deny Albion a point.
FULL TIME   1 v 2

TEAM

WALLACE

HUXTABLE  (K ROSS)  McCALLUM     IRVINE

ROBERTSON      McCREADIE      SALTON        F ROSS      COWAN

BARR  (DUDGEON)    KERR

Subs not used:- O'BRIEN

VERDICT
A day of dejection at Pilrig for a squad who are struggling to find any consistency.
One great performance, is followed by two below par outing's.
Missed chances, again cost the side three valuable home points and with time and home games
running out fast, Albion need to come up with a solution to address the consistency issue.

 
