	

Lothian Edinburgh Division
Saturday 10 September 2005
S.A.S.A. (Edinburgh)   (2) 3  v  3 (1)   Redpath Albion AFC
@ Gyle Park, KO - 2pm
Match Official - Mr. Thompson

Albion denied 3 points by injury time equaliser
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Kerr misses early chance
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Ferguson fires home the equaliser to make 2-2
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Panic in the SASA penalty area
 
Albion were stunned when the home side grabbed an undeserved equaliser in
2nd half injury time. Listing some tactical changes from last weeks defeat by Whitson
Albion approached this game looking to get back to winning way's.
It all started so brightly for Albion, when first Kerr, then Minto, both missed glorious
chances inside the first 5 Minutes. However, in 13 Minutes, and with Albion swarming all
over the home side, a good move saw Kerr square the ball to O'Donnell who's shot was
pushed out by the keeper, then Salton was on hand to crash home the opener to make it 0-1.
Inexplicably, Albion found their lead pegged back when only a Minute later SASA's first attack
saw a powerful cross ball land luckily for the home striker to crash the ball past Wallace to 
make it 1-1. Albion, picked themselves up, and with O'Donnell and O'Brien orchestrating the 
midfield Albion always looking to add to their tally. However, just before half-time the home side
started to enjoy their best spell of the game and it brought it's reward when a speculative cross from
the left, crashed of the foot of McCallum to squirm past Wallace to give the home side an undeserved lead.
HALF - TIME 2-1
Albion were forced to make a change with Kerr struggling with a thigh knock, being replaced by 
Moohan at left midfield. The second period started a little less hectic than the first, but the opening
exchanges were pretty tame, with the home side looking happy to defend their lead. In 55 Minutes
Albion made another change with the hard-working O'Brien being replaced by Ferguson, with Huxtable
joining Minto up-front. With Albion applying all the pressure numerous corners were won, but squandered as 
the big SASA defenders coped easily with everything thrown at them. In 60 Minutes Albion made their third, and final
change with Barr replacing Minto in the Albion attack. Eight Minutes later Huxtable's 'nuisance' value paid off
when he burst through the SASA defence only to be fouled in the penalty area. Match official, Mr. Thompson only
awarded an indirect free-kick for what he deemed to be obstruction. It was left to O'Donnell to slide the ball into
Ferguson's path, where he coolly placed a perfect shot out of the keepers reach to make it 2-2.
The thoroughly deserved equaliser spurred Albion on further and in 79 Minutes they went in front when a headed flick 
from Huxtable sent Moohan through, and he expertly chipped the advancing keeper to send his side in front 2-3.
Albion now looked to finish the game off, but after numerous foray's into the home defence, they couldn't quite
grab the important fourth. It was however, looking like the one goal margin would be enough as the home side
had rarely threatened Wallace in the second period. How wrong we were. With almost four Minutes of injury time
played a rare SASA attack caught Albion cold and a deep cross on the break was lashed back across goal for 
the home striker to nod past Wallace, who to his credit almost kept it out. 3-3
FULL TIME 3-3
Team
WALLACE
HUXTABLE   McCALLUM  IRVINE    MOORE
SALTON   O'BRIEN (FERGUSON)   O'DONNELL  COWAN   KERR (MOOHAN)
MINTO (BARR)
 

VERDICT
The result left the squad disappointed as they had worked tirelessly and played some
slick football which merited taking the three points home to Leith.
The loss of the injury time goal shouldn't be lost on the younger players' who will
have learned a valuable lesson about never 'switching' off until the final whistle.
However, as we head into a weekend break in the fixtures, the next one being Sat 24th September,
the squad will be back to full compliment with all players' back from holiday and injury.
The massing of 10 points from a possible 16, isn't a bad start for a promoted side, and 
will give the squad heart for the weeks ahead.
 


