Wednesday 20 August

Redpath Albion (0) 0 v 2 (0) Dalkeith MW

Last Season’s ELCYP League Champions were the visitors to Pilrig Park and with a long history of competitive tussles behind the fixture this match proved no different.

It was Dalkeith who started the brighter and their sleek passing in midfield had the home side on the backfoot in the opening 10 Minutes. It was fully 14 Minutes before Albion threatened, as the front two of S.Brown and Hume didn’t match Morrison’s mazy run down the left. The remainder of the half was fairly incident free apart from a snap shot from Dalkeith that crashed off the bar, and a yellow card for McCreadie. 
HALF TIME 0..0

Albion made one change at half time with Smith replacing McCreadie. As with the previous three matches Albion started the 2nd period strongly and forced three corners in as many minutes that came to nothing. The strong wind that had hampered good play in the first half was now blowing in the visitors favour, and they took full advantage of this with their long-ball tactics, and at times it was difficult for the Albion back line cope. In 63 Minutes Albion came close when a deep cross from Andy Brown almost found Hume, but the ball went harmlessly wide. In 70 Minutes Albion made a series of changes with, Johnston and Donoghue replacing Hume and Brown up front. Before the changes could take effect Dalkeith opened the scoring when a long ball down the left was squared and turned into the net past a dozing Albion defence 0..1

Albion now needed to up the tempo and switched formation with Richardson replacing A.Brown, and moving to right full back, with Doig moving to midfield. The switch almost paid dividends when Donoghue found himself with only the keeper to beat, but his lob over the keeper shaved the post. In 77 Minutes Albion replaced O’Brien with Archer in central midfield. This move gave Albion an edge over the visitors and they were now commanding the midfield. Two great balls from Archer should have produced a better end product, but first Johnston skewed his shot wide, then a Morrison header failed to trouble the keeper. Dulcet were hanging on at this point when the ‘killer’ blow was struck in 86 Mins. Another long, hopeful ball had Wallace racing from his line. Only to clash with left back Weir. The ball fell kindly to an unmarked striker who steered the ball home to make it 0..2 There were some concerns over the injury to Weir who came of worst on the clash, but after lengthy treatment he played out the final minutes.

Full-time 0…2

As an exercise it was difficult to take much from the game. Two evenly matched teams, but with Dalkeith playing the better football at times, the only difference was the visitors finished more clinically in front of goal. The wind was a bit of a spoiler, and both teams made the mistake of trying to make use of this, rather than play their usual passing game. Despite the defeat the big plus points for Albion was the performances of subs Archer and Donoghue who have both returned from injury. Archer’s intelligent use of the ball was a real bonus. Morrison covered every blade of grass and popped up all over the place. Wallace’s safe hands inspired confidence, Doig had a quieter game than usual, Burnett and Stout found it difficult at times with the swirling wind, but coped with what was thrown at them. Weir, playing his third game in five day’s was rock-solid and gets better with every game. Brown and O’Brien were short of their best, but contributed well enough. McCreadie in midfield will be a real bonus. His tenacity, although at times attracting attention from the referee, will be invaluable when the league gets underway. The front two, Steven Brown and Hume, lacked the cutting edge that was so evident in the first game against Craigmillar, and replacements Johnston and Donoghue did their selection chances no harm at all, as did Richardson who slotted in at the back when called on.

