Wednesday 13 August
Redpath Albion U19  3  v  5  Carbrera

Another big pre-season crowd were in attendance at Pilrig Park for the visit of Carbrera Amateurs. Having taken maximum points from Redpath Amateurs last season, on their way to promotion, the West Edinburgh outfit were always going to be a stiff test of the 19s fitness.

But, the result doesn’t reflect the true nature of the game that had a wonder goal, an ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ strike, two players’ sin binned, and glorious summer weather.

Albion kicked off with virtually a carbon copy of the team that overwhelmed Craigmillar in the previous game. It was the visitors who started the livelier and their pace and strength had the home side on the back foot for the first 10 Minutes. Albion were soon convinced that Carbrera were not to be classed alongside Sunday’s opposition, when in 14 Minutes they crashed home a solid volley which left Wallace beaten 0-1 More was to follow in 21 Minutes as a speculative shot was ‘spilled’ by the home keeper and amid efforts by Collinson to clear, the ball crept over the line to make it 0-2 This was the wake up call the 19s needed and in 9 Minutes later Andy Brown gathered the ball in midfield and hit a wonder strike from fully 30 yards that flew into the keepers top corner to make it 1-2. The 19s were now in their stride and with McCreadie ‘bossing’ his way around midfield they produced a number of chances that came to nothing.

The Albion equalised in the most bizarre circumstances. A huge kick-out by Albion keeper Wallace flew the length of the park and found its way over the visiting keepers’ head to make it 2-2
HALF TIME 2..2

Albion made two h/t changes with Doig replacing Burnett at right back and Morrison replacing Steven Brown up front. The second period blasted into life as early as the 48th Minute when great work from Andy Brown on the right saw his pinpoint cross headed home by Morrison to make it 3-2 With Albion now in front for the first time, and now in the ‘Driving seat’ they exerted some sustained pressure on the Carbrera back line. First Morrison came close after a jinking run along the by-line, and then Hume went inches wide. Brown then flashed a header past the post. From then until the hour mark it was all Albion, until in 62 Minutes the visitors were awarded a controversial penalty, when Collinson was adjudged to have pushed in the box. But as with the previous two Wallace had to face over the weekend, this one also failed to hit the target. Albion replaced left back Richardson with Weir, and Johnston with Hume as they began to exert more pressure. Thing’s began to boil over and Referee Mr Morris ‘sin-binned’ Carbrera star-man J.P Jamieson for 10 Minutes. Albion failed to take advantage of the extra man, as it was Carbrera who in 77 Minutes scored with a low drive that was helped in off Wallace’s left hand post. 3-3 Albion now went looking to get back in front and a clever free kick from O’Brien flew inches over. The home side made their last change of the game when Smith made way on the left for a Feeney, who was out to impress as a trialist. Morrison continued to cause the visitors problems with his mazy runs and was the subject of some rash challenges.

In a mad last 7 Minutes Albion fell two goals behind to some slack defending, and with a Minute to go Morrison reacted to one particular challenge and was marched into the sin-bin.

FULL –TIME 3…5

Verdict 

Apart from the 3..5 loss this was a more satisfying performance than Sunday’s. Sure, there were some great individual performances in the win against Craigmillar, but the teamwork and sure footedness of the back four was a step-up from the previous game. Wallace, apart from a couple of ‘sticky’ moments, was his assured self. He’ll certainly remember his goalkeeping strike for a long time to come. Burnett was his steady self at right back, and his half-time replacement Doig put in a solid performance with some intelligent play. Collinson and Stout were outstanding in central defence.

Left back Richardson was his dependable self. His replacement Weir slipped in perfectly and had a great game. Andy Brown’s, ‘box-to-box’ style in midfield will be a valuable asset in midfield as his strength and stamina makes it very difficult for opponents. O’Brien was always looking spray passes and create movement from those around him. McCreadie proved his tag of ‘Midfield Pit-Bull’ as he bossed the midfield. The ground he covered was immense and he one most of the physical challenges against good, experienced opposition. Smith worked the left flank intelligently and supported those behind and in-front. Steven Brown and Hume had a tougher time than they expected up front and the partnership wasn’t as effective as it was in the previous game. Their two replacements, Morrison and Johnston had better luck and in particular, Morrison ran led the front line brilliantly for spells in the game and caused real problems for the visiting defence. Johnston also showed his qualities.

