Sunday 2 November 2003

Haddington Hotspur  (0) 2 .v. 6 (2) Redpath Albion BC
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Jay Pollard (5) is first to react to Kader’s header..0-1 Albion

Albion secured an impressive 3 points at Haddington with a three-goal flurry in the last 10 minutes. The squad was again minus the injured Doig, but bid a welcome return to the bench for O’Brien for his first game of the season. An unchanged starting eleven from the squad that dumped Cavalry two weeks ago wasted no time in setting out there intentions and in the space of the first two minutes had four glorious chances to score. But for poor finishing and some outstanding goalkeeping the game could have been over before the ref had warmed up his whistle. The first goal was not long in coming, and came after S. Brown had had a perfectly good looking goal chalked off as the ref ruled for off-side, when a precise Morrison free kick was met by Kader, his header was brilliantly saved, but Pollard was first to the rebound to crash the ball in off the bar. 0..1 Albion were using the big park well with Andy Brown wide right getting masses of room to exploit the wing and it was a great ball from Morrison that ended with Brown’s cross being volleyed just wide by Kader in 9 Minutes. Then the home keeper turned Three Minutes later a Morrison shot round the post. In 14 Minutes a charging run by McCreadie was the catalyst for a series of 4 consecutive corners, one of which ended with the keeper again turning a goal bound header over the bar. The one-way traffic was allowing Albion to spread the ball all over the park and a great piece of skill from Duncan found Kader with only the keeper to beat, but he skewered the ball wide. In 26 Minutes McCreadie beat the offside trap but the on-rushing keeper blocked his shot. Andy Brown then broke through the home back line but his precise cutback went agonisingly untouched and out for a corner. It was fully 30 Minutes before Wallace had to be called into action when he rushed from his line to expertly smother a dangerous looking through ball. In 33 Minutes some great work from Pollard at the back resulted in a neat one-two from Andy Brown and McCreadie down the right, the knock-in from Brown found Duncan and his great footwork ended with a clinical shot placed expertly past the keeper to make it 0..2

As the half drew to a close, and given the percentage of play the Albion had, it was unbelievable that Albion only went in 2 up.

HALF – TIME 0..2

Albion were forced to make a change with Steven Brown declaring an injury. This allowed O’Brien to slip into his usual position at central midfield, with Morrison reverting to left midfield. It was another whirlwind start to the half and Albion were 3 up within 40 seconds of the restart, when Kader slotted home his third goal in four starts to make it 0..3. It quickly became evident that the home side had changed formation and began playing with 3 up front, with instruction to hoof it up early. The tactic certainly meant the Albion back line had to up their work rate and in 51 Minutes they pulled a goal back when a neat slip through evaded the on rushing Wallace and the home striker was on hand to slide it home from 3 yards. 1..3 The goal failed to change the pattern of play however, and in a 6-minute spell, Morrison (twice), Duncan, Kader and A. Brown could all have been on score-sheet but for some outstanding goalkeeping. In 67 Minutes Albion withdrew McCreadie for Donoghue. Morrison went back to centre midfield with Donoghue playing on the left. In 72 Minutes another great move down the left, started by O’Brien, witnessed a great one-two with Donoghue and Morrison combining to bring out a miraculous save from the home keeper. 

. Donoghue was causing all sorts of problems down the left with his trickery and he was denied a penalty when up-ended in the box, as the ref claimed Duncan was interfering with play and ruled him offside. Albion then made their third change in 74 Minutes with Duncan being replaced by Hume up front. With 10 Minutes remaining O’Brien played a clever ball out wide to A. Brown who’s cross was volleyed home by Morrison to make it 1..4
In 82 Minutes Haddington reduced the leeway when they took a quick corner, the ball was fired to the back post and was rifled past Wallace to make it 2..4

Albion’s lapse in concentration was soon forgotten and in 85 Minutes a clever lob chip from Morrison found the feet of Hume who gave the keeper no chance to make it 2..5

Albion completed a comprehensive days work when a quick corner from Morrison was played to Donoghue who crashed home from an acute angle to wrap up the scoring. 2..6

FULL – TIME 2…6

Another three points amassed without really getting out of first gear. For the second time this season Albion finished the game with six individual goal-scorers, with goals coming from all areas of the park. The front two were again on the score sheet and they are forging a good understanding. The back line was rarely challenged, and again Pollard and Stout were the coolest players on the park. Burnett has gained in confidence from his sustained inclusion in the team and he again produced another of his famous ‘Nutmegs’ to give the Albion touchline some light humour. He’s clearly enjoying his football. Weir has perfected the art of the ‘in-swinging’ corner and gives these deadball situation’s are a clear advantage to the team’s tactics.

The midfield line was again consistent with Andy Brown ‘ruling’ the right flank, especially in the first half. McCreadie was as strong and as consistent as ever, although his withdrawal from play was as a direct result of the referee using some common sense and asking the backroom team to substitute him for his own good, such is his competitive nature, he never gives less than 120% even when the side is ‘coasting’ to victory, and we wouldn’t want that to change. Morrison was again an inspiration, but has had better games. Nevertheless his contribution was a factor in the team’s dominance. Steven Brown, playing out of position for the 4th game, did everything asked of him. The introduction of O’Brien after Nine weeks out injured was a bonus and his distribution and intelligent play gave the side a cutting edge in the second period. The front two are bagging goals, although a more clinical approach and the taking of chances will mean a heavy defeat from somebody when they get it right. The two front replacements did everything asked and did their chances a power of good with both of them ending up on the score-sheet.

