Sunday 11 January 2004
Cavalry Park  (0) 0  .v.  5 (3) Redpath Albion

Albion turn on the style to march into the Semi Finals

Albion were keen to get back to action after they’re long lay off. With no competitive game since 30 November, 6 Weeks, it could have been assumed that the lads may have been slightly “ring-rusty”, but by 1pm today the boys had recorded an emphatic win against a stuffy home side. Some minor adjustments to the starting line-up were needed, with O’Brien starting his first game of the season after his lengthy injury spell, and Morrison moving to right mid to fill the gap let by the since released Andy Brown. On a day that started bright and fresh weather wise, but it soon became a typical January day with a near gale-force wind and heavy showers battering both the players and the surface. It was Cavalry who forced the early play as they played into the strong wind and Wallace and his back four had to focus as the home side looked for an early opener. However, it didn’t take long for Albion to get going and with McCreadie and O’Brien getting to grips with the midfield Albion were soon on the offensive as they took full advantage of the wind and camped in the home sides half of the field for long spells. The pressure came to a head in 16 minutes when a long throw resulted in McCreadie expertly executing an overhead kick into the far corner leaving the home keeper with no chance 0..1 In 22 Minutes some great work by front two Duncan and Kader left McCreadie with some room in front of goal but he shot wide. Then a great run and cross from Morrison caused the home side problems which ended with Brown shooting narrowly wide. A rare attack by the home side left Wallace with it all to do as he pulled off a great double save which ended with Doig clearing off the line. Albion were now playing some neat football and in 26 Minutes a wonderful long ball over the top from Brown was met by McCreadie who judged his lob over the keeper brilliantly to make it 0..2 Cavalry were still plugging away and they looked to get back into the game, and almost did when a glancing header was watched by Wallace as the ball whizzed past his post. Albion were spreading the ball about the park brilliantly and it was no surprise when 6 Minutes from the break another pass from O’Brien was met by Doig on the over-lap. His cross into the area was half-volleyed by Morrison, the shot was goal bound, but Duncan gave it an extra touch to steer it past the keeper to make it 0..3

HALF TIME 0…3

Albion new they would have to be totally focused, as they knew that Cavalry would try to use the wind advantage to get back into the game, and right from the kick-off they forced two corners that were coped with quite easily. Albion were taking time to adjust to the heavy wind conditions and after an initial burst of early pressure by the home side, Albion again took command of the game. A great through ball from Pollard found Kader with only the keeper to beat, but he shot high and wide. Then in 52 Minutes a clever pass from O’Brien sent Morrison away on the right and his cross was deftly head flicked just past by Kader. On the hour mark Albion went four up when more great work by Morrison on the right found Kader in the box, his shot was only parried by the keeper and the ball landed nicely for Duncan to volley home from close range 0..4 This fourth goal all but finished off the home sides dreams of getting back into the game and Albion, now totally relaxed, were able to take their game to another level as they run Cavalry ragged. The visitors “freshened” thing’s up by replacing Kader with Hume, and almost instantly he should have added a fifth, when a great five-man move started by McCreadie found Morrison on the right. His neat one-two with O’Brien found him some space out wide on the right, he slotted a great ball through to Duncan who squared to Hume who looked odds on to score, but the keeper brilliantly saved his well struck shot. In 74 Minutes a lung-bursting run by Brown down the left was cut back to McCreadie who’s goal-bound shot was cleared of the line. The clearance found Hume who shot wide from close range. Albion’s superior fitness was now showing through and they were easily finding more space as the tired home side struggled to compete. Morrison was finding acres of space wide on the right and almost all Albion’s attacking progress was coming down this channel. In 85 Minutes Albion made their second change when they replaced Duncan with Burnett up front. As the game drew to a close Burnett found himself in unfamiliar territory as the fullback turned striker squandered a glorious chance to make it five. But not to be outdone, he made up for his miss when another brilliant Morrison cross found Burnett in acres off space and the big man rose like a comet to perfectly execute a marvellous header beyond the keepers reach to make it 0..5

FULL TIME 0…5

A clinical demolition of a side who were expected to cause us some problems left the management team delighted, not just with win, but the manner in how the win was achieved. All five goals were crafted by a side on top form, and the standards set by today’s display were of the highest. Wallace was steady and did a superb job when required. The back-line of Doig, Stout, Pollard and Weir defended superbly and looked absolutely solid throughout he ninety minutes. The midfield four worked tirelessly and slogged through the heavy conditions to take command and with O’Brien pulling the strings and spreading passes in every direction there was always the chance that the side would capitalise. Brown had his best game since his switch from striker to left midfield and can only gain in confidence from his performance. Morrison sparked a lot of Albion’s attacking play and his positional play and awareness allowed him to stroll through the game. McCreadie’s work-rate was rewarded with a glorious double and his boundless energy was still being witnessed as he chased every ball right up to the final whistle. Kader and Duncan have nurtured a great partnership and they improve as a unit with every game. Hume is another valuable asset and when called on can be relied upon to make a great contribution to the side. Burnett found himself in unfamiliar territory as striker and his well taken goal will lift his confidence.
A marvellous performance and a very “professional” outcome.
