Sunday 5 October 03 League

Redpath Albion BC U19  (3)  7  v  1  (0)  Kirkliston S/Q BC

Albion racked up 7 goals against their opponents, to take their tally to 11 goals in two games.

Late Sunday morning call-offs from Stout (Illness) and Walker meant a reshuffle from last weeks winning line-up. The loss of Walker allowed Kader to make his first start of the season, with Burnett slipping in at his familiar right back role.

Albion took a long time to shake out of what was a lethargic start and it was fully 14 Minutes before they threatened the visitors goal, when Burnett latched on to a loose ball from a corner to crash his shot onto the bar and behind for a goal kick. It was then McCreadie’s turn to power through on a typical lung-bursting run only to see his shot rebound from the post in 21 Minutes. Albion were now pressing for the opener and it came in spectacular fashion when in 27 Minutes Pollard back-heeled a cheeky near post corner to open the scoring. Kirkliston tried hard to work themselves back into the game and Wallace held a snap shot from the edge of the area as the Albion back line gave the striker too much room. Albion went two up in 33 Minutes when McCreadie headed home a long throw from Morrison at the near post. Six minutes later a great run and cross by Andy Brown ended with chaos in the Kirkliston defence and it was that man McCreadie who collected the ball just inside the area to drill home his second.

HALF – TIME 3..0

Neither side made any changes for the second period and if the home touchline was waiting for a goal glut it was to be a long time coming as Albion ‘stuttered’ their way through the first 15 Minutes of the 2nd half. With a decidedly ‘lazy-look’ to their build up play, Albion freshened things up in 61 Minutes with Johnston replacing Kader in the front line. The shake up paid instant dividends as Donoghue clipped a clever ball past the keeper to make it 4..0 With the game all but won Albion got a wake up call as the visitors slammed home a perfect volley to give Wallace no chance and make it 5..1. An injury to big Andy Brown meant a switch at right midfield with Duncan taking over in his area, and again it paid off very quickly as he drove home a well placed shot from just inside the area to make it 5..0 It was fully 80 Minutes before Albion played the football they can and it was that man McCreadie who powered past a trail of Kirkliston players and left Morrison to finish off the move of the game. Albion still weren’t finished and panic in the visitors area ended with an attempted clearance nestling in the corner to make it 7..1

FULL – TIME 7..1

A 7 – 1 win is acceptable in anybody’s book but the performance was not up to the usual standard. Albion had one of these days when normally reliable players’ failed to reach the standards of the previous weeks performance. An edgy defensive performance went luckily unpunished and some scrappy midfield play was at times well below what players are capable of producing.

Nevertheless, 3 points and 7 goals when playing below par has to be a bonus, and the second half performance of team captain Gordon “The Bull” McCreadie was immense. If there’s a more energetic and powerful midfield player in the league then I’d be surprised. In this form he’s unstoppable and he’ll be a big player for Albion this season.

