Sunday 4 April 2004

Redpath Albion BC  2  .v.  1  Portobello Thistle

The squad’s decision to ditch the ELCYP Proposal to play a third set of fixtures left little to play for in this clash between old rivals Albion and the seasiders.

If the customary home an away fixtures had been left as they were, play each other twice etc, this would have been classed as a top-of-the-table game. As it stood the visitors had decided to opt to play the third set of fixtures, and needed to win at Pilrig in order to keep their title hopes alive.

On a crisp pre-Spring morning Pilrig was afforded an unusually large crowd and they were not to be disappointed. However, the result and the 3 points, although welcome, Albion never really got going and played this game at half pace. A step up in gear would have meant a more convincing win, but it was understandably difficult to motivate the squad for what was termed an end of season fixture. Still, as Albion lined up with their recently adopted 4-5-1 formation they went straight on the attack and a series of corners left the visitors on the back foot. It wasn’t long before they made the breakthrough when in 4 Minutes lone-striker, Bomber Brown chased a lost cause down the middle. His persistence paid off as the indecision by the Porto keeper ended with Brown prodding the ball home from close range. 1..0
The Albion settled well and it was evident that they were not in a charitable mood as they mopped up any rare flurries that the visitors threw at them. 
Albion deservedly extended their lead in 12 Minutes when they forced their 6th corner. An inch perfect corner from fullback Doig was expertly met by the on-rushing Morrison to powerfully head home his fourteenth goal of the season 2..0
In 37 Minutes an overhead kick from McCreadie brought out a miraculous save from the visiting goalkeeper, which was really the only other highlight of the half.
HALF – TIME 2..0

Albion started the second period as they finished the first and good work from Brown and Burnett found Donoghue firing wide. Then a great through ball from Doig sent McCreadie through but his powerful shot blasted into the side net.

Portobello then exerted some pressure on the hour mark and a good save from Wallace prevented them from reducing the deficit. In 65 Minutes O’Brien sent Morrison away on the left and he ‘danced’ his way along the by-line only to have his near post shot saved. A long clearance out of defence from the visiting side ended in Albion giving away a free kick on the edge of the area. A speculative ball flew across goal and was left by everybody. The inevitable being that the ball found its way into the net at the far post. 2..1

Albion lifted thing’s slightly after this and they should have scored twice in the space of 5 minutes when first Morrison and then McCreadie squandered good chances. A late flurry from Porto came to nothing as they tried to salvage something as they saw their slim title hopes flounder at Pilrig, but it was not to be as Albion ended the match as comfortable winners.

FULL – TIME 2..1

Verdict

A good win, but the tight score line doesn’t reflect the fact that, Albion ran out very comfortable winners, and but for a series of squandered chances, it would have been even more convincing. 

