Sunday 30 November

ENSLIE Cup Q/Final

Dalmore Thistle  (2) 4 v 3 (0)  Redpath Albion

(After Extra Time)

A tale of four halves as Albion slip up at Auchendinny…

Albion headed for this ¼ Final against Dalmore Thistle having never played for 3 weeks and anticipating a muddy park due to the constant 48-hour rainfall. A full squad for the first time this season ensured competition for places would be tight, but Albion opted for the same starting eleven that had won their previous two games. The sun shone as both sides took to the park, which was in remarkably good condition despite the recent weather, and from the first whistle the home side posted their intention that they were going all out to win. Albion were looking ‘rusty’ after 3 inactive weeks and lived dangerously in the opening minutes as Dalmore took command. The breakthrough almost came in 14 Minutes as a slip from Weir let the home striker through on goal. His deft clip over Wallace was goal bound until Weir made a miraculous recovery to clear of the line with the home side claiming a goal. Mr. Marr was having none of it, and in truth Albion got off lightly. Twenty Minutes into the game Dalmore got the goal they deserved as a free kick was floated over to the back post to find the unmarked striker who beat Wallace with a free header. 1..0

At last Albion awoke from their slumber and started to find their feet on the greasy surface. First Morrison threaded a pass through to Duncan whose neat footwork found Andy Brown. His cross was inches away from Kader who would certainly have scored. In 31 Minutes, and with two committed teams giving no quarter ref Mr. Marr’s “soothing” comments to the players’ had the desired effect, and a quiet word was more rewarding than flashing his yellow cards. Albion were battling hard to draw level and although chances were scarce, Kader and Duncan were busy in the frontline. Then in 37 Minutes Dalmore broke up some Albion pressure and caused some panic in the Albion back-line and Wallace pulled off a brilliant save to keep his side from going two behind. Dalmore were now looking for their second and it came in 39 Minutes when a deep cross was headed goal-ward, Wallace had it covered, but the greasy ball squirmed out of his hands, and the Dalmore striker had the easiest of tasks to slam the ball home. 2..0 Albion were stunned into clawing the game back and a surging run from A. Brown found Duncan. His movement in the box ended with the home keeper crashing into him with both players’ going to ground. It looked a certain penalty, but Mr Marr waived play on. Then Morrison had a shot blocked on the line, where Albion claimed a hand had been used; again the ref waived the appeals away. The half ended with Albion aggrieved at their lack of luck in front of goal.

HALF TIME 2..0

Albion made one change at the break with Steven Brown making way for Doig at Left midfield. The half-time team talk seemed to have the desired effect as Albion went on the attack straight from kick-off. This was more like the Albion we were used to and the old confidence came flooding back as they took control of the game. The conditions were strength sapping and both sides were digging deep to cancel each other out. In 55 Minutes Kader shrugged off two strong challenges and homed in of the keeper who did brilliantly to block with his out-stretched legs. McCreadie was left raging as he felt he was in a better position for a square ball. However, Kader had done the hard bit and with only the keeper to beat was entitled to have a go. Another change was made with Burnett being replaced by Donoghue, who went to left midfield, with Doig going back to his familiar right back slot. Five Minutes later, Albion were back in it on the Hour mark, when a quick cross was handled in the box for an undoubted penalty. Morrison stepped up and made no mistake to make it 2..1 It was now game on with Albion looking for the leveller. At this point it was all Albion and within 9 Minutes of the first goal they were deservedly level. A good one-two between Brown and Doig resulted in McCreadie threading a perfect ball through to Doig, who had continued his overlap to dart into the box and crash his shot into the far corner of the net to make it 2..2

With 20 Minutes left on the clock and with both sides now throwing caution to the wind, extra time never looked likely. However, as both defences stood firm for the final period extra time was needed.

FULL – TIME 2…2
After 90 Minutes

An interesting side issue to the game was the referee’s commitment to an afternoon fixture which kicked-off at 1.30pm. It was no 12.55pm and Mr. Marr approached both clubs’ and requested that in order for him to fulfil his commitment, would we both agree to play only 10 Minutes per extra time period, as opposed to the traditional Fifteen. Both clubs’ agreed.

The extra period would be a real test of fitness and it was two tired sides that slugged out the first period, with only one incident of note, a Dalmore goal in 97 Mints as Albion were caught flat at the back to make it 3..2
HALF – TIME (Extra Time)  3..2


The second period, was an altogether different matter as both sides threw everything into the last period. The visitors introduced O’Brien in midfield for Andy Brown as a last ‘throw of the Dice’ Albion pressed for the equaliser and some good work from Donoghue caused the home side problems as the keeper had to look lively to divert round the post for a corner. Then a quick O’Brien free kick found the head of Duncan who headed over. With Albion now going for all out attack; disaster struck as the home side broke away scored what looked like the clincher. Not so. Another good move down the left saw Albion win a corner. O’Brien flicked Morrison’s low corner on only for the home defender to whack the ball of the line. Another corner, again from Morrison, was scrambled clear, then picked up by Donoghue who’s trickery on the ball was panicking the Dalmore squad and as he surged into the penalty area he was upended for what was Albion’s second penalty of the game. With 3 Minutes injury time left on the clock, Morrison dispatched the ball into the corner to make it 4…3

It was now all-out attack by Redpath and some of the home sides tackling and time-wasting tactics was becoming desperate, as they clung to their lead and they were delighted when Mr. Marr finally blew to mark the end of the game.

FULL TIME
4 – 3
After Extra Time

MATCH VERDICT

Congratulations should go to two very committed squads who gave no quarter in what epitomised a traditional rip-roaring cup-tie. After a shaky start Albion really found their feet and although it was the second half before they hit the net, the side had been playing well in the first half. The test of stamina this game threw up was passed by all, and if the full 30 Mi9nute period had been played Albion were confident that this game would have at least went to penalties, given the pressure they had during the last period. However, a decision was made, and agreed pre extra time, and we can’t have any complaints. The backroom team were very pleased with the performance and especially after a 3-week lay-off. A very positive performance by all. Wallace apart from the slip for the 2nd goal made decisive saves at crucial times to redeem himself. Burnett at right full back coped well with the conditions, as did his replacement Doig who was a driving force up the right flank and was rewarded for a good performance with his first goal of the season. It was certainly an important one. Stout did everythi9ng asked of him at central defence and his partner in central defence, Jay Pollard was immense, as he never put a foot wrong throughout the game. His timing in the tackle and positional sense was first class. Weir had a sticky start, but once he got to grips with the condition, was a tower of strength at left back. In midfield, Andy Brown contributed well, as did his namesake Steven who both played wide right and left. Morrison and McCreadie were both inspirational in central midfield and it was no surprise when McCreadie tired near the end, given the power of work he put in. Morrison actually looked stronger as the game went into extra time and it was a measure of his fitness that the home side found him difficult to handle. Duncan and Kader did supremely well at holding the line and Duncan’s close control was superb. Kader was singled out for ‘special’ attention by the home side and his bravery and strong running took much needed pressure of his teammates. Such was his bravery that that a body injury needed hospital treatment after the game, that was eventually diagnosed as two cracked ribs. Donoghue was a revelation and now a settled squad member, he would be in the starting line-up most weeks, if it weren’t for the form of the front two. O’Brien, even for ten minutes, showed enough imagination and creativity to prove that he’s now back to form after his horrendous injury problems. Indeed, it’s a sign of the squad’s strength in depth that both players mentioned are finding it difficult to find a place in the starting line-up.
Also worth a mention is match official Mr. Robert Marr.
Despite the result and the extra time loss, his officiating at the match was well above average. It was a robust match to say the least, and both sides were fully committed to the tie. Robert used something that is overtly missing in today game, which was common sense. He new the effort and commitment shown by both teams could and did mildly 'boil over' but the 'fatherly' advice shown transmitted a welcome respect to the players. A referee who was also not afraid to express his opinion and offer explanations for why he gave certain decisions was a breath of fresh air. Yes, a performance that probably won't be matched by any other referee this season. Superb.

Team

WALLACE

BURNETT (DOIG) – POLLARD – STOUT – WEIR

A. BROWN (DONOGHUE) – MORRISON – McCREADIE – S. BROWN (O’BRIEN)
DUNCAN – KADER

Subs not used: Hume - Smith
