Sunday 25 January

Redpath Albion  (0) 2  .v.  2  (1) Cavalry Park

A share of the points was probably about right as both teams fought out an uninspiring draw.

Pilrig Park was in immaculate condition given the constant Friday rain and the fact that the Ams had played on the surface only 24 hours earlier. Albion had one change from the side from last week with Hume replacing Duncan up-front.

It was Albion who made the livelier start and a good break down the right by Morrison saw his cross whiz past the on looking defenders and out of play. Both sides were cancelling each other out and the visitors in particular were coping well, given their 0-5 reverse at the hands of the home side in early January. As the half progressed, Albion’s back line had some edgy moments and a Wallace fumble in 23 Minutes almost proved costly. A 33rd Minute free kick from Cavalry was charged down by the Albion wall but as the ball was crossed back into the box Pollard was adjudged to have handled and the referee awarded what could be deemed a dubious penalty, which Cavalry duly converted. 0..1

The half time whistle woke the touchline from its slumber as a poor first half from both sides was brought to a close.

HALF TIME 0..1

Albion restarted with no changes in personnel; however, they had re-jigged the line up and went to a back three with Doig moving into midfield to shape as a 3-5-2. Almost from kick-off it should have been 1-1 as Kader found himself with only the keeper to beat, but crashed his shot back of the keepers legs and safety. In 51 Minutes a good move from Albion ended with a Morrison cross leaving McCreadie to hook his shot over the bar. On 55 Minutes a jinking run by Hume found Kader who headed wide then another driving run by McCreadie saw his shot blocked on the line. Albion were pinning the visitors back and only the odd flurry up field relieved the pressure on there back four. On the hour mark Albion made a change when Burnett swapped with Kader upfront. Two minutes later disaster for centre back Pollard when he diverted a speculative cross into his own net as the ball flew over the heads of Wallace to make it 0..2

Albion were up against it now and they had to pull out all their skills to break down what was proving a stuffy visiting side. Morrison moved into the front line with Hume dropping to midfield and Morrison’s strength and pace won a corner in 70 Minutes. The ball was dispatched into the area where McCreadie controlled and turned expertly to smash the ball home from an acute angle to make it 1…2 It was now game on and a neat one-two between Morrison and Burnett was squared to McCreadie but his scissor kick was inches over. It was becoming increasingly obvious that Albion had to do something drastic to salvage something from this game and a more direct approach was called for with high balls now being directed at Burnett in order to use his height. It almost paid dividends in 77 Minutes when he headed narrowly wide. The new tactics heralded a great come-back when a loose ball found McCreadie head back across goal where Burnett met it full on to power an accurate header into the net. 2..2

With Albion now seeing a third goal as a distinct possibility the commitment of both sides boiled over and referee Mr Marr had to intervene to relieve a couple of tense situations. As the clock ticked Albion drove on looking for the winner, but were frustrated when a few half-chances came to nothing, and the match drew to a close with both sides sharing the points.

FULL TIME  2..2

Overall a mediocre team performance from Albion. Obviously pleased with the fightback from 0-2 down, but the stale below-par performance was not good to watch. Counting last weeks friendly defeat it is patently obvious that key players are experiencing a dip in form. Inconsistent display’s don’t win league’s and with the top-table clash against Millennium coming up next Sunday, only a top form performance, and a positive attitudes from the players’ will do. We’ll see next week how much they want it. If they want it bad enough these two attributes will shine through.

