Sunday 22 February

Mr M Cup Semi-Final
Redpath Albion (1)  3  v  4  (3)  Millennium
(AET 3 – 3 )

The one true fact you can be sure of about the glorious game of football is that it can be cruel. This result reflects the cruelty that can be inflicted upon an Albion side that produced a supreme, high quality performance, and still lost! From the first whistle the home side fought and won almost every ball and played some attractive football, but after 120 Minutes had nothing to show for their performance, and had it not been for an almighty gaff by the usually reliable home keeper Wallace, it would certainly have been Albion who could have looked forward to the cup final.

In brilliant sunshine Albion had there full squad available for only the second time this season with all 13 players declared fit and ready. The home side opted for a new formation of 4 – 5 – 1 with one change from last week with Donoghue coming in for Kader.
It was a lively start from Albion and they adapted quickly to the new system as they drove forward in search of the opening goal. It Millennium however, who tested Wallace with two rapid long-range efforts that, although on target, never really troubled him. In 4 Minutes a long mazy run from Hume found Brown in the area but his reach was just to short to make any connection with the ball. Both sides, as expected, were totally committed and tackles flew in all directions as they both jousted for superiority. In 9 Minutes good work by Hume, Morrison and McCreadie earned Albion a corner. The far post ball was met well by full back Weir, but he blasted over from 6 yards. A great chance missed. But the opening goal wasn’t long in coming, and it came from a speculative cross that was met brilliantly by Morrison who calmly headed over the advancing keeper to make it 1..0 The opening goal did a lot to settle the home side and they started to produce some clever football and in 14 Minutes the sizeable home crowd witnessed the move of the game as a series of one-two’s down the left resulted in Donoghue playing a first time ball to Morrison who controlled the ball superbly on his chest only to shoot inches wide. The confidence was showing through as Albion continued to ask questions of the visiting back-line, but disaster struck in 23 Minutes as a long through ball caught Albion on the hop and the visiting striker strode forward and placed his shot past Wallace. 1..1 It was now Millennium’s turn to have a good spell and they utilised it to good effect. In 31 Minutes O’Brien was caught in possession just inside his own half, an early ball through the centre had both Pollard and Stout attempting tackles which the big Millennium forward shook off and stayed on his feet to bundle the ball past the advancing Wallace to make it 1..2
Albion failed to be rattled by the second goal and almost levelled in 36 Minutes when a surging run from McCreadie took him to the bye line. His shot from an acute angle crashed of the legs of the keeper and fell nicely for Hume, who should have scored, saw his shot scrambled of the line. Some great work from Morrison and Brown ended with Morrison playing a clever reverse pass to Donoghue who turned his marker inside out before laying the ball back to Weir whose pinpoint cross was met by McCreadie, but his powerful header flew past. Albion deserved to be at least level given their pressure but a cruel stroke of luck in 40 Minutes left them stunned. A short throw saw a visiting attacker hook a wild shot over his shoulder wit his back to goal at the near post. No danger then. Not so Wallace was wrong-footed and badly positioned at the near post and could only watch as the ball in at the far post to put Millennium further in front. A stunned Albion were caught napping by this and it was a lesson in what can happen when a side is so far on top.

HALT – TIME 1..3

No changes from either side as Albion picked up where they left off as they dictated play. As the half progressed Millennium defended their lead with some passion and they never shirked one tackle as they tried to contain the home attacks. Donoghue and Hume were both on top form as they caused panic in the wide area’s and in 55 Minutes Albion should have reduced the deficit when a slide rule pass from O’Brien found Donoghue down the left. His cross was met by McCreadie whose header skimmed the bar and flew over. Albion continued to press and a series of 3 corners failed to bring any reward. As happens in games Millennium then had a short spell where Wallace was brought into action twice and produced two great saves. In 67 Minutes some worry for the home side as Doig suffered a neck injury that required lengthy treatment. The fitness and power of Morrison and McCreadie was driving Albion on and wave after wave of attack saw a snap chance from Brown fly wide then Hume ‘danced’ along the by-line and placed the ball into the path of Donoghue who crashed his shot into the side netting. In seventy three Minutes Albion reverted to 4-4-2 when O’Brien made way for Kader who went on to partner Brown up front in order to put even more pressure on the visitors. As the clock ticked Albion forced their 9th corner of the game. A mass of bodies in the box caused confusion and the ball fell kindly for Hume who coolly slotted home with the keeper rooted to the spot. 2..3

Albion could now sense their efforts were about to be rewarded and again, McCreadie and Morrison mad some powerful runs into the box and forced the visiting defence to commit some errors. With only 5 Minutes left, one of these errors saw Morrison upended some 40 yds out. He elected to take the free kick himself and a perfectly placed ball found McCreadie who steered the ball home to make it 3..3. Wild celebrations from the home touchline and players’ were fully justified, as this really was a deserved equaliser. However, Albion weren’t finished and they went looking for the clincher and almost had it as a goalmouth scramble resulted in Brown teeing up to shoot home only to be thwarted by a last gasp tackle for to win another corner. The excitement ended when referee Mr Wright blew to end the 90 Minutes, and what a ninety minutes it was Albion perspective. On to Extra time.

FULL TIME  3  -  3

Extra Time


Albion continued to control the game and it was inevitable that the high energy exerted by the home side was going to subside in the extra time period. The shell-shocked Millennium squad were looking a beaten side as Albion piled on the pressure and continued to chase and contest every ball. A neat move by Donoghue down the left found Kader in a chase with the Millennium fullback. Kader won the battle but could only crash his shot into the side net. Good work from Morrison, who was ‘popping’ up all over the park and looking as fresh as ever, ended with Brown winning a 50-50 ball on the edge of the area. He took a couple of good touches and let fly only to see his shot go narrowly wide. The great work down the right from Hume saw his pinpoint cross go agonisingly across goal as Kader failed to connect. The slightest of touches and it would have been 4-3.
The first period over, Albion were not about to draw breath as they continued to work tirelessly in search of a fourth goal. Three minutes into the second extra time period saw a great Albion move end up with Kader homing in on goal only to be caught with a last ditch tackle. The all-important goal was sure to come and Donoghue had a half chance but shot narrowly wide. A long Morrison throw into the box found the head of McCreadie who seemed to be impeded as he looked likely to score, but the referee waived play on. Needless to say some comment was made about the decision and a number of players were spoken to ref Mr Wright. With 6 Minutes of the period left and Albion thinking about possible penalty kick candidates, disaster struck. A rare flurry up the park from Millennium ended in them winning a corner. The in-swinging ball looked to have strayed over the line before coming back in. Whether this was the reason Wallace lost sight of the ball only he will know, but the harmless looking corner, which was just hanging under the bar, was bundled into his own net as he tried to touch it over the bar. It looked easier to catch and gather, but the keeper took the wrong option and Albion paid for it. Whether the flight of the ball caused it to stray out the park then swerve back in is now immaterial. An own goal to beat all own goals. The goal stood and it was a real kick in the teeth. Millennium couldn’t believe their luck, and I don’t think anyone at Pilrig Park could take in what they had just seen. 3  - 4 Albion had to re-group and find something extra for the last 5 Minutes and to their credit they did just that as they went searching to level for the third time in the game. Albion replaced Brown with Burnett up front but it was little too late, as Mr Wright called time on a desperately unlucky home side.

FULL TIME (Extra Time) 
3 – 4

Match Verdict

There was nothing the coaches or backroom staff could say to the squad after what was a tremendous gritty display over 120 strength sapping Minutes. The irony is that the result is a mirror image of this season’s Enslie semi final defeat from Dalmore in November. Clawing back a two-goal deficit only to lose 4-3 in extra time is desperately unlucky. But, although the result can’t be altered the squad were “winners” in every sense! The backroom team can find know fault with the commitment and effort shown throughout today’s game and every player was a credit to the club. From Wallace, even though his error of judgement proved costly, he was up to the challenge when called on and produced a string of fine saves. The back four were back to their supreme best, with Pollard and Stout winning almost every challenge. Weir and Doig also sprang back to form as they won tackle after tackle.
The midfield five were exceptional. Wide players Hume and Donoghue had their best games of the season so far. O’Brien held the midfield ‘hole’ well and McCreadie and Morrison were tireless in their efforts, with McCreadie contributing his remarkable tally of midfield goals. Morrison was back to his best and was immense as he led by example and claimed his 13th goal in 15 games, which is a marvellous strike rate for an attacking midfield player. ‘Bomber’ Brown was asked to do a specific job as a lone striker, and did so brilliantly. Kader’s contribution was important when he replaced O’Brien, and Burnett played his part when taking over from Brown.

