Sunday 18 January 2004
FRIENDLY

Redpath Albion Youth FC  (0) 3 .v. 1  (0)  Redpath Albion BC

Due to a series of factors this long-awaited 2nd clash of the season between the club’s two U19 sides was rescheduled from an ELCYP League fixture into “Friendly” status. The YFC side, who were listed as the home team, had already conceded the match points prior to kick-off and with the referee’s blessing, and with the Boys Club side tucking away the points, both sides lined up on the YFC preferred smaller park at Pilrig. The park was lined the previous day (no thanks to the council) at the clubs expense and was looking in surprisingly good condition, if a bit heavy, given the recent bad weather. The one issue we have no control over is the massive amount of dog –shit that littered the playing area. If anyone can put us in contact with a competent sniper, do it quick. A bit extreme, but it may be the only answer to irresponsible dog-owners.

The game itself wasn’t disrupted by the brown blobs dotted around the park, but with really only one team on the park, and wearing red, the only thing that troubled the home side was their skill in skipping round the various pungent mounds they found dotted around the park. These mounds were the only obstacles they had to worry about for 90 Minutes. From the refs first whistle the home team of younger, fitter and more enthusiastic Redpath players’ were always looking the likely winners. If the high-flying Boys club side, who have only lost one league game this season, and are on course to challenge for the title, thought this was going to be the proverbial “stroll in the park” against their younger club rivals who have only won game in ten outings’, then it didn’t take long to realise that the form book should be deposited in the same bin as the one reserved by the council for the local dog walkers. As early as 5 Minutes the homes side had rocked the BC back-line and only a good block by Wallace prevented the Reds from going in front. It was a taste of thing’s to come, as the younger Albion side were first to every ball for the rest of the first period. Luckily, the team in Navy were able to troop off at the break still level as the homes side had failed to score after numerous attacks.

HALF – TIME 0..0

The BC side made one change with O’Brien being replaced with Hume as they reverted to a more attacking 4-3-3 on the tight compact park. Could the younger Albion side keep up the level of pressure they enjoyed in the first half?. Well, it only took 4 Minutes to prove this as they won a corner that was swung into the area. There was nothing special about the corner, the kind of corner the boys in Navy Blue deal with every week. All you do is get your head or foot to the ball and clear it. Easy really!. But no. The men in Navy contrived to let the ball fly all the way to the back post, where the smallest player on the park, and also one of the most skilful, Mark Johnston, bulleted a header past the watching pack to put his side one-up. 1..0

Trailing 1-nil the BC side though it would all fall into place and that they would get back into the game quickly. Not so. The trio of strikers had decided to drop into the “Lazy Sunday” mode and were no match for the tenacity of the home back line, and any “interest” in getting back into the game was being waged by Morrison and McCreadie who were working tirelessly to make get their side level. In 61 Minutes calamity for the boys in Navy Blue as they went two behind when a catalogue of errors in the back-line (No names. They know who they are) LEFT Brown to lob the ball home to make it 2..0. There was a real buzz around Pilrig as it looked like the YFC side were about to pull off a major win. The BC side then made another change with Kader being replaced by Donoghue. The change had the desired affect for a short spell as the visiting side pegged back the rampant Reds, but failed to find the net.

Then in 77 Minutes an almost carbon copy of the first goal was headed home by Tait to make it 3..0 Another change by the trailing side saw Burnett replace Brown and almost instantly Burnett should have scored. Then a mix-up in the YFC defence left Burnett with a glorious chance but he fired into the side net. In 83 Minutes the Navy side were awarded a penalty. Could it be enough to kick-start a late push?. Not so. Morrison blasted his shot wide to typify his side’s display. A driving run by McCreadie saw the home side clear his shot off the line. Then a combined move by Burnett and Donoghue ended with their effort being scooped over the bar by the keeper. In 86 Minutes a surging move ended with McCreadie bundling the ball over the line to make it 3..1 It was too little too late as the referee called a halt to the proceeding’s on what was a fantastic morale boosting win for the YFC side

HALF – TIME 3..1

Forget the classic “Tale of Two Cities” this was a classic “Tale of Two Teams”

One side odds on to win a game against the other who were virtually given no chance pre kick-off. The younger Albion side chased and harried for every ball were prepared to go the extra yard to ensure they kept their pride intact. A great display that proves that with the right attitude they can pull off the results when needed. Hopefully, this could be the turning point for them.

As for their so called more illustrious fellow club members who are carrying the flag towards the club’s title challenge in the ELCYP U19 league this was easily their worst and most disappointing display of the season. The display was in stark contrast to last week’s demolition of Cavalry Park and its difficult to pinpoint what went wrong. Certainly, too many players wearing Navy didn’t show a willingness to work hard enough on the day to put thing’s right, and with the exception of Burnett and Donoghue, and to a lesser extent Morrison and McCreadie the others never produced anything like their usual form. On paper, and going by the formbook, it should have been a comfortable win for the Boys club side. However, maybe Spartans could have put them in the picture regarding paper teams and formbooks. OK, it was a “Friendly” and maybe some players on the losing side treated the match as exactly that. But, any match with two sides from the same club has that added edge, with personal pride a big factor. If the defeat hurt enough, then surely they’ll get back on course next week at home to Cavalry. If not, they might as well concede any aspirations of lifting some Silverware this season.

