Sunday 18 April 2004

Redpath Albion  (2)  5  .v.  2  (2)  Haddington Hotspurs

Albion were paired back to the bare squad for this match with both Weir and O’Brien missing this the last game of the season due to work commitments. Drafted in, as a trialist was ex-U16 player big Steve Duncan, home on leave from the armed forces. Haddington, who failed to fulfil this fixture 5 weeks ago due to lack of players, had obviously found some fresh enthusiasm with their Consolation Cup final appearance looming in early May. Albion, despite the changes, opted for their normal 4-5-1 formation and from the kick-off they swarmed all over the visitors and camped in their half for the opening spell. It was no surprise that with breaking from mid-field Albion took the lead in 11 Minutes when Morrison intercepted a weak pass back and calmly stroked the ball past the keeper to make it 1-0

Now if we felt that the floodgates were going to open we were wrong. Haddington ‘muscled’ their way back into the game and forced Wallace to look lively twice within two minutes. Albion had slipped into ‘sleep’ mode and they paid for it in 18 Minutes when a cross ball was headed home to make it 1-1. The equaliser embarrassed Albion into life and directly from kick-off a marvellous ball from Donoghue sent Duncan through and he expertly placed the ball past the advancing keeper to make it 2-1 in 19 Minutes. It was now all Albion and with Donoghue exploiting the space out wide on the right, it was a travesty that Albion didn’t wrap this game up before the half hour mark as Morrison, twice, Kader, Duncan and Donoghue all had glorious chances to score. In 32 Minutes a great move with a series of passes from defence to mid-field saw Doig play a marvellously accurate long cross field ball that left Morrison with only the keeper to beat but his shot came crashing of the under side of the bar. The frustration was beginning to tell and Albion dropped back into ‘sleep mode’ again. A great shot from the edge of the area saw home keeper Wallace pull of his save of the season as dived full stretch to his left to turn the ball round the post. In 41 Minutes disaster for Albion as the visitors scored a good equaliser to make it 2-2

HALF –TIME  2..2

Albion ‘tweaked’ things a little at half time, and decided to play more through the midfield in order to counter the visitor’s offside trap. The strong running of McCreadie was causing real problems for the visiting team and a snapshot from McCreadie went inches wide in 49 Mins. As the game progressed it was looking the chances created were going to be rued as Morrison, Kader and Brown all missed what looked like certain goals. As the clocked ticked, and with Albion looking to preserve their unbeaten home league record a goal had to come from somewhere and it came from an unlikely source. A 67th Minute corner was expertly placed from Doig and was met by central defender Pollard who headed home a powerful header from just inside the area. 3-2. Relief all round and there was no going back for the visitors when a powerful run by Duncan saw him hit the bye-line and square for Kader to loop his shot over the stranded Haddington keeper to make it 4..2 It was all one-way traffic as the visitor’s resistance gave way and a great run and cross from Kader ended with Brown’s great diving header going inches wide of the post. In 79 Mins a great one-two between Donoghue and Duncan left Kader with a great chance but he scooped his shot wide. In 84 Mins the game was well and truly wrapped up when a miss-headed clearance in the Haddington back-line fell to Morrison who volleyed the ball into the far corner to make it 5..2 This last action ended with Albion running out more than comfortable winners and ensured they had remained unbeaten at home in the league.

FULL – TIME  5..2

Verdict

This result was never in any doubt as the players approach to the game was evident from the first whistle and they were in no mood to allow any respite as they drove forward for 90 Minutes. It was only a case of poor finishing that kept the visitors in the game as long as they were. 

Wallace possibly saved his best to last. He never put a foot wrong and his wonder save in the first half shows he is in good form for the Wales v Scotland U19 International in a fortnight’s time. A display like this one will ensure the countries hopes are in good hands. Burnett slotted in at right back and gave his usual solid performance. Stout and Pollard rode their luck at times in the first 45, with the Haddington striker scoring twice in the first period, but a ‘tweak’ here and there at half time saw this threat blocked out in the second half. Pollard had an outstanding second half and with a crucial 3rdd goal settling the nerves his contribution was important. Stout as usual mopped up anything that Pollard couldn’t cope with and was always on hand to sweep away nay danger. Doig reverted to left back in Weir’s absence and was another who excelled. His distribution and precision at dead-ball situation’s been a big factor in this win. Donoghue put his trickery to good use and as the smallest player on the park this never deters him from giving his all. When he gets the ball everyone expect something to happen such is his skill. Big Steve Duncan stepped in at the last minute and was a revelation. Captain McCreadie has developed as a player since his move from central defence to mid-field dynamo and there is no doubt that his strength and drive is what has kept the team going in any difficult games this season. A player who would probably walk into any U19 side next season, and certainly an exciting prospect for the Redpath Amateurs squad when the time comes. His co-pilot Morrison has also had a phenomenal season. His 16 goals from 18 games is unequalled this season within the club, and all the more poignant that these goals have all come from mid-field. If talks go well, he will be an important player for next season’s Amateur side. Brown has been asked to do a particular job for the side this season and as with this game, he did it well. He’s turned from striker to left midfield and coped admirably. He’s another who, given the right approach and attitude could make the step up to Amateur. Lone striker Kader worked hard and the work rate expected of him shone through, yet again.

A great way to end the season.

