Sunday 12 October

League
Redpath Albion  (0) 3 .v. 2 (0) Dalmore Thistle

Albion edged back to their best with a convincing win over visitors Dalmore.

In an exciting and thoroughly entertaining match both teams were committed to taking full points. Albion were hit with late call-offs for the second week running, with Pollard and Donoghue both missing through illness. Stout stood in for Pollard at the back, with Duncan slipping in up front. 


It was Dalmore who started the brighter and forced two corners in as many Minutes as Albion tried to get to grips with the pace of the game. It was fully 7 Minutes before the home side threatened when Kader’s ‘snap-shot’ on the turn went wide. It was then Andy Brown’s turn to tear down the right and send over a smashing cross that troubled the defence.

As the game progressed Dalmore had a great spell in mid-half and played some attractive football, but with the Albion back-line solid they coped with everything that came their way.
For all it was an entertaining first half neither keeper was really tested, but the commitment and determination shown by both teams whetted the appetite for the second half.

HALF – TIME 0..0

Albion were determined to build on their 1st half performance and they went at Dalmore in determined fashion. A minute into the half a long Morrison throw almost broke the deadlock, but Duncan’s flick was cleared of the line. Two Minutes later the opener came when a near post cross was twice stooped on the line by the Dalmore keeper, but he was helpless as Duncan head-flicked home the second rebound make it 1..0

The goal really fired Albion up and they took command of the game with Dalmore only showing in patches. As the game progressed, and the home players digging in, a second goal was inevitable, and in 61 Minutes a neat chip over the top from Morrison saw Sami Kader slot the ball past the advancing keeper. 2..0

It was all Albion and a slick move down the right ended with a great cross from Andy Brown being met by Duncan whose shot was turned round for a corner. The inch perfect corner from Doig found Morrison unmarked at the far post but his powerful header went inches past. The post. Albion were now powering through the midfield channels and Dalmore had no answer to the onslaught as Albion went looking for more goals. An enforced change in 77 Minutes meant Kader being replaced after a hamstring problem left him with no option but to come off. Johnston swapped roles up front and almost straight away was involved in one of the moves of the game, when a one-two with Andy Brown ended with Johnston’s intelligent near post ball being turned round the post for a corner. Doig swung over a carbon copy inch perfect far post ball, which Morrison met brilliantly to head home number three. This third goal was justly deserved after the home teams dominance, but would it be enough!. The players must have thought so as they took their ‘foot of the pedal’. An injury to McCreadie curtailed their midfield dominance and it was Dalmore who sprung to life and scored a well-worked goal in 83 Minutes to make 3..1. Albion then had to sustain a bit of pressure but coped admirably as the visitors threw everyone up front, and with the match all but over Dalmore snatched another in the dying seconds to end the game 3..2

FULL – TIME 3…2

A game blessed with two honest sides battling for victory it would have been well worth the entry fee had their been one. A very even first half had both touchlines realizing that it would take something special to break the deadlock and it was Albion who were the hungrier in the 2nd 45 Minutes. A match full of positives for the home side saw good performances from all.

Wallace was back to his International best and never put a foot wrong, Burnett was steady and reliable at right full back. Sweeper Stout was superb and his timing and defending was first rate. Weir is fast turning out to be the leagues best defender and along with Doig, who had another great game despite a worrying injury in the first half, are sure to impress the Scotland selectors in Fife next month. And Brown finally produced the form that he’s capable off and had a fine game. Morrison was, again instrumental in every Albion move and is another who will catch the eye in Fife. McCreadie “The Pitbull” had his quietest game so far, but was dependable and played his part. Steven Brown who again filled in at left midfield, is warming to the positional change from striker, and is growing with each game. Duncan who made his first start of the season worked his line intelligently and along with Sami Kader who played well although still short of fitness both did strikers jobs and made the score sheet. Johnston also contributed and is giving the team an attacking option when called on.

A good performance and the side is improving and gaining form with every game.

