Sunday 10 August
Redpath Albion 5 v 3 Craigmillar Utd
Albion’s new look U19s got their pre-season match programme off to a blistering start. In a match played in weather more suited to the Bahamas, the home sides first half performance was exceptional. Playing against a big physical Amateur side it was a stiff test, but one they came through brilliantly. Missing two defenders, Stout and Burnett, Midfield playmaker Morrison, and striker Kader, the boys got off to a dream start when a Steven Brown header was finished off by his ‘name-sake’ Andy Brown to put them in front after only 2 Minutes. 1..0 The visitors should have levelled in 6 Minutes when they were awarded a penalty, but the spot-kick came crashing off the post to leave Albion in the lead. In 9 Minutes a well-worked move saw Brown flick a pass into the path of Hume who crashed the ball high into the net from 20 yards for a wonder goal. 2..0 The visitors were coming more into the game and Wallace had to look lively on a couple of occasions. The home side were playing the game at a fast tempo and in the searing heat Albion went further ahead when Hume made it 3 after a great through ball from O’Brien. 3..0 Craigmillar almost reduced the leeway on the half hour mark, but the strikers shot came crashing back off the bar with Wallace beaten. The front two of Brown and Hume were causing all sorts of problems for the visitors defence, with Hume in outstanding form. Indeed, it was Hume who capped a marvellous first half as he slammed how his third from an acute angle to make it 4..0

The visitors had been overwhelmed by the fast pace of the game and they went further behind in 39 Minutes when Smith calmly beat the off-side trap to slide his shot past the advancing keeper to make it 5..0 It was now all-out attacking football and A Brown almost added a sixth, but watched as his shot went inches wide.
HALF-TIME 5..0
The home side made no half-time changes, but the visitors were using the roll-on-roll-off system to their advantage as they made several changes. The second half settled into a more leisurely pace and it was the visitors that made the early 2nd half breakthrough when a weak headed clearance was intercepted and rifled past Wallace to make it 5..1 Albion almost replied instantly and Smith should have made it six, but shot tamely at the keeper. McCreadie was working tirelessly in midfield and he also popped up in defence to make a last gasp tackle to concede a corner. From the resulting corner Wallace took the applause from the big home crowd, as he pulled off a wonder save as he turned over the bar a powerful header. He couldn’t do much from the cross ball as it was bundled in to the net to make it 5..2

Albion now made a number of changes, as the tired legs were starting to feel the heat. Sub Johnston should have scored with only the keeper to beat, but again the chance was missed. Then Smith bundled the ball over the line, only for the ref to rule for an infringement. Another dubious decision at the other end saw the ref award the visitors their second penalty of the game. Which was converted, only after Wallace got a hand to the ball. 5..3 The game drew to a close with tempers fraying and the ref had to act quickly to diffuse a number of incidents.

FULL –TIME 5…3

Match Verdict

As pre-season friendlies go this was a worthwhile exercise and the physical confrontation to the game was a test of the players’ discipline. The first half performance was sprinkled with some real highlights and the individual display by Hume was superb. Apart from his 3-goal contribution his intelligent play and positional play was of high standard as he linked superbly with Steven Brown. The strong running of Andy Brown on the right flank was also encouraging. The two young fullbacks Doig and Reid, alongside Collinson and Richardson dealt comfortably with their defensive tasks. O’Brien marshalled the midfield well, and with the support of McCreadie and Smith looked ‘engine room’ ran smoothly.

Archer, Reid and Johnston slipped into the formation, and made a worthwhile contribution.

Overall, it was great performance, especially the first 45 minutes.

