Saturday 16 August 2003

Redpath Albion U19s    3 (0) v (3) 3   Redpath Albion Ams

This pre-season encounter between both sides was a tale of two half’s. 
The Ams lined up with a near full strength side, and the 19s having to shuffle the back four with three regulars missing through work commitments. The re-shuffle didn’t take long to come unstuck as the 19s ‘ball-watched’ a third Minute corner being headed home by Stephenson. 0-1 More poor defending would see the 19s go further behind, as Ferguson was first to react to lose ball in the box to fire past Wallace in 12 Minutes. 0-2 It was now a real test of the 19s character as to how they were going to combat this deficit and from some smart prompting from Morrison the 19s slowly crept back into the game and in 22 Minutes a spell of pressure resulted in 3 successive corners, which came to nothing.

The Ams were causing problems for Smith and Richardson on the left with Moohan in particular, taking advantage of the wide wing spaces. Midway through the half the 19s settled into their usual playing pattern and in 31 Minutes Smith came close with a turn and shot that was diverted for a corner. The Ams effectively used the agreed roll-on-roll-off system and were making changes as the first half progressed, but kept to their 3-5-2 playing system. As the half drew to a close, with neither keeper being particularly troubled, the Ams struck another blow to go further ahead when Ferguson accurately shot past Wallace to make it. 0-3

HALF TIME 0…3

The second period started with the 19s having more belief in themselves and Morrison tested Ams keeper Grieve with a Shot. Andy Brown came alive on the right and one of his darting runs was swept back to McCreadie who swung a shot in of the keeper’s far post to make it. 1-3. Scoring so early in the 2nd half was just the tonic the 19s needed. In 55 Minutes the Ams worked some space down the right and only a timely tackle from sweeper Weir saved the day. Thing’s became a bit fraught as the Ams disputed a number of the referee’s decision’s, and it all boiled over in 63 Mins when Moohan lashed out in retaliation at Weir and was sin-binned for 10 Minutes. The 19s replaced Hume with Johnston as they started to take advantage of the extra man and a sweet move down the left ended with an Andy Brown header being pushed round the post by Grieve. From the resultant corner, ref Mr Morris, pointed to the spot after he witnessed an infringement in the box. Up stepped Morrison to send Grieve the wrong way to make it. 2-3

The 19s were now in the driving seat and in 78 Minutes produced the move of the game, when a lung bursting run from Andy Brown was squared to Steven Brown, his lay off to Johnston saw his clever turn and return pass to Steven Brown ended with his pinpoint cross being blasted over by Morrison from only 4 yards out, when it looked easier to score. The game was developing into a niggly affair and refereeing decisions were constantly being disputed, with the games flow being disrupted continuously. It was inevitable that some action would be taken, and Ams player Crawford was red-carded for kicking the ball away. As the final whistle neared the 19s were pressing for the equaliser and were stretching the Ams back three to the limit and with the clock ticking they forced another corner. Once again Mr Morris spotted a push on A. Brown and pointed to the spot. With barely seconds to spare Morrison rattled the net to score a last gasp equaliser. 3-3

FULL TIME 3…3

Another controversial game at Pilrig, and the season hasn’t started yet. The Ams tried their new 3-5-2 system and to an extent it worked. “Bulking” out the midfield will cause opponents problems this season, and the opposition will have to work hard to counteract that. The 19s, after a shaky start, eventually slipped back into the game, and in the end finished the stronger side. Indeed, if the game had went on for another ten Minutes they could possibly have won it.

The never-say-die qualities of the 19s, that’s two games where they’ve fought back from 0-2 and 0-3 deficits, augers well for the season. However, they will have to work hard at losing the soft goals that have put them behind in the last two games. The Ams use of the roll-on-roll-off system, probably worked against them in this game. The regular use of subs, which is great to give everyone a crack at match fitness, upset their rhythm and shook their momentum. All in all, a good workout for both sides.

